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Art. I. Td Tsing Hwui Tien, or the Statistics of the Td

Tsing dynasty, in 64 volumes, royal octavo. Reviewed by a

Correspondent.

When old Yau had fairly vanquished the deluge—a monstrous ad-

versary ! and had been fortunate enough to obtain a wise minister in

Shun, he proceeded farther in his labors, and first making Shun his

son-in-law, associated this worthy servant with him a partner on the

throne. Desirous still farther to promote his country’s weal, he

concluded that nothing could so much advance its happiness as taxa-

tion. Now, though we cannot tell how his subjects generally regard-

ed this paternal mode of showing an interest in their welfare, Ydu
sent his surveyors, who first valued the lands, and assessed them

after the most approved fashion. The advantages of this newly dis-

covered feature in government were too great to be soon forgotten

;

and Yu the successor of Shun, perfected the plan by drawing a map,

and distributing the tolls and imposts, ordering that each district

should be made to give of its abundance, and furnish its quota in

kind. This done, and the plan perfected, the whole was embodied in

a set of statistics, and a copy engraven on brazen tripods, with the

maps of the empire. This happened shortly after the time of Abra-

ham, when Egypt only could show similar monuments of skill and

civilization. It was soon ascertained that these tripods were ex-

tremely valuable to the ruler, and hence their possession was made
to constitute the validity of the holder’s claim to the revenues, and

made him in fact sovereign lord of China. By an unfortunate acci-

dent—perhaps it was a dispute regarding their possession—they

8VOL. XII. NO. II
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were lost; but the science of statistics, thus introduced to the notice

of princes, was never neglected, but on the contrary extended, so

that at the commencement of our era, large works had been com-

piled upon the subject. Pursuing the same road, Chinese statesmen

in every age have endeavored to add to the elucidation of this inva-

luable art, and during the Ming dynasty an immense work was col-

lected, which cost the doctors of the Hanlin college from twenty to

thirty years’ labor. The Mantchous took the hint, and the present

collection is the result of their endeavors. It has gone through

many editions and abridgments, and constitutes the vade mecum of

civilians, containing in fact everything worth knowing about the go-

vernment. Collateral with this performance, are the laws concerning

each department of state, containing the edicts which have from

time to time been promulged by the Mantchou princes. The Hwui
Tien is usually bound up in about 48 volumes, so many that even

the most arduous lawyers would never think of perusing the whole,

for fear of losing themselves and their recollections in this labyrinth

of statutes.

We must, however, here give the Chinese government its due

meed of praise for minutely regulating everything, as the present vo-

lumes sufficiently prove. We can say very little in favor of the style;

it is dry, concise and uninteresting, stamped with the peculiarities

of Chinese courtiers and pedantic scholars. A foreigner will meet

with many obscure passages, because he is unacquainted with the

localities and institutions, and will be obliged sometimes to guess

the meaning.

Chinese books are always remarkable for their prefaces, and we

have one at the commencement of this work, magniloquent and ex-

pressive, containing the grand ideas that took rise in the imperial

breast. And it is indeed no trifle to describe so great an empire in

all its parts and relations, to enumerate the offices, departments,

institutions, and regulations, which constitute the stupendous whole.

In order to give a general account of this work, we shall go through

the parts seriatim, making a few remarks upon each.

Vol. I. The preface referred to contains little worthy of remark,

except a short account of the compilation of the work, and the man-

ner in which the different emperors commenced it. Then follows a

long description of the means by which this book was manufactured,

and what were the alterations it underwent. After this there is an

edifying announcement addressed to the great emperor, and signed

by several hundred functionaries in all departments, informing him
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that the work lias been carefully revised, and is now ready. This

dedication, as we almost might call it, has so much of classical lore

in it, that we recommend its perusal to every admirer of antiquity.

Surely if errors crept into the work, the many lynx eyes that had

the correction, will deserve little credit. At the end we find an index

of the contents of 80 chapters, into which the work is divided.

Vol. II. The first mentioned of all institutions, is the Office of the

Imperial Kindred, Tsungjin fu, an institution that on ac-

count of the numerous progeny of the imperial house has become of

great utility to the state. Whatever may be the control exercised by

the members, this Office has always so cleverly managed matters, that

there has not yet occurred a single insurrection, in which a prince

of the blood was engaged. On the other hand they keep the majori-

ty of the imperial stock in such a penurious condition, that many
work as coolies, or hire themselves as servants. To us this must

appear incredible, but it is th^policy of the court to lower the mass

of princes to a level with the people, in order to prevent their gain-

ing any influence upon the public mind. Many an imperial relation

receives about three taels per month, and if he has a large family,

he may starve on this miserable stipend, if his pride prevents him

working for his livelihood. Notwithstanding the severe prohibi-

tions, the poor children of princes often remove from Peking, and

try to make their fortune elsewhere.

Besides controlling, this office keeps an accurate register of births,

marriages, and deaths in the imperial family, choosing names for

them, and never forgetting to add characters like perpetual, ever-

lasting, the use of which is prohibited to the people, to the patrony-

mic designation. It divides the whole clan into near and distant

relatives, the former wearing as a distinguishing badge a yellow,

the latter a red, girdle
;
while those that have been disgraced are con-

demned to a nankeen colored one. Their titles of nobility are twelve,

beginning with the Hotsien tsinwang (king in their own right), and

ending with Fung’an tsi^ngkiun, or generals by courtesy. Those

that have no title, receive the nominal degree of an officer of the

fourth rank. With every generation, the possessors of these honors

descend one step, the right of primogeniture is duly observed, and

the younger children either receive inferior rank or mingle with the

people. The higher princesses have two different ranks, the lower

five; or their marriage their titles are merged in those of the husband.

If the chosen partner is a plebeian, he takes precedence according

to the rank of his spouse. Besides the hereditary nobility there are
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those that receive titles by favor from the monarch, others for

services, and a third order for having passed the examinations

creditably.

The higher ranks have their respective establishments with a

body-guard, and all the pageantry of royalty in miniature. The
duties devolving upon them are their appearance at court whenever

required, the performance of sacrifices on solemn occasions, and the

guard at the imperial tombs
;
and with such honorable occupations

they usually find little leisure to engage in intrigues. They and

tlieir retainers are armed, and at certain seasons a regular review is

held, to ascertain whether they are ready for immediate service.

They are under strict surveillance, have their own schools, and cri-

-minals among them are more severely punished than common Chi-

nese. Their moral conduct is however excessively depraved, and

the imperial kinsman exposes their misdeeds to the whole nation.

They are seldom employed in the provinces, and those who are sent

are usually the intimate friends and devoted adherents of the em-

peror. t

The NuiK6
jjq ^ or Cabinet deliberates about the government

of the empire, holds the balances of government, in order to assist

the sovereign in the transaction of business. It is the duty of its

members to be present at sacrifices, and circulate the commands of

the emperor. They officiate on every solemn occasion, and all

state papers, including the reports from the provinces, with the impe-

rial reply, pass through their hands. Most of the members of the

Cabinet, six in all, are grayheaded statesmen, who have passed

through all vicissitudes of favor and disgrace, distanced all their com-

petitors, and at last risen to a seat at the council-board of the

empire.

or Privy Council, whose members are chosen for the occasion

by the sovereign himself, from amongst his own friends or the higher

officers of the various Boards and the Cabinet. Every important

business, requiring dispatch and energy, is transacted by this com-

mittee. They hold their sittings within the Lungtsung gate, every

day from three to five o’clock p. m., and as soon as they have fin-

ished the business, they communicate the fact to a chamberlain, who

having received the emperor’s orders, dismisses them On appearing

before the monarch, when he holds a council of state, he nllows

them to spread a mat on upon floor and to sit down. They dis-

patch important papers, as may be re(|uired, by couriers through fha

Vol III. A more powerful tribunal is the Kiun Kichu
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Board of War at the rate of 400 or GOO It a day. They keep all

the maps of the dependencies and countries inhabited by barba-

rians, have the appointment and removal of the Mantchou and Chi-

nese residents, in Tibet, Turkestan, and other places, and it is their

duty too, to provide them with medicine, according to existing regu-

lations ! Other duties devolving upon them are, to select the pre-

sents for tribute-bearers, especially those of Mongolia and Tibet,

regulate the examinations at the court, translate documents into

and from foreign languages, and many other functions too numerous

to be enumerated.

The Lt Pu ^ or Board of Civil Office, assists his majesty in

making the proper arrangements about rank, examination, promotion

and degradation of officers, confers ranks of nobility and titles, and

rewards, and in fact manages much of the machinery of the govern-

ment. The members of this Board present officers at court, and dis-

miss them to their appointments. There are, in the gift of this

Board, subject to his majesty’s approval, the office of eight governors,

eighteen lieut.-governors, nineteen treasurers, eighteen provincial

judges, eighty-two salt inspectors, eighty-two chifu or prefects of

departments, twenty-two sub-prefects of ting departments, sixty-

seven prefects of independent chau districts, forty-seven sub-prefects

of subordinate ting departments, and thirty-one assistants to these

latter, 147 prefects of subordinate chau districts, 1393 cMhicn, or

district magistrates, with a great number of inferior civilians.

Vol. IV. This contains an account of all the different officers

charged with public instruction, and be it remarked to the honor

of the Chinese, that this Board of Education, as it may be called,

contains more functionaries than any other : including all the grades

of literary officers under its control, there are 12,996
;

and in this

number, 3931 are public teachers intrusted with the management

of the examinations. In the Grain department, there is one governor,

and twelve inspectors. In the Salt office, eight superintendents, five

assistants, thirteen inspectors, and other minor offices; in the Board

of Inland Navigation there are three governors, fourteen managers,

thirty-four deputies, and some other officers who bear military rank,

and are irffrusted with the preservation of dykes and the protection

of the river navigation.

Vol. V. All the ranks of civil office in China are eighteen in

number, and the distinguishing badge of their respective grades is a

knob upon the cap of different colors and substance. The crown

alone promotes to office, and every officer of a certain grade is obliged
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to proceed to the capital there to be invested with his dignity. This

arrangement keeps all alive to the imperial favor, and strengthens

them in their loyalty. The higher officers in the provinces have,

however, the privilege of recommending and appointing proper per-

sons, to fill vacant offices, subject to the emperor's approval. Cer-

tain offices require a person of a certain rank to hold them, whilst

other offices receive importance from the personage that fills them.

The rules of promotion are intricate, and to cut the gordian knot,

the court advances its favorites at pleasure. The soldiers of the im-

perial body-guard are in the most favorable position for promotion,

and the first class amongst them claims by right precedence with

the fourth rank of civilians.

Vol. VI. This volume expatiates upon the mode of choice, and

the various ways of promoting officers
;

this is the business of the

first chamber of the Board of Civil Office. The second chamber

(Kaukung tsing-lisz’) is occupied with the examination of the merits

and demerits of public servants. The punishments are loss of pay,

of rank, temporary degradation, and dismissal. The rewards are

entering their names, raising them some steps, and promoting them.

The Chamber of Records (Kihiun tsing-lisz’) keeps an accurate ac-

count of all officers. The Chamber of Patents (Yenfung tsing-lisz)

is intrusted with the management of conferring titles of nobility,

and investigating the merits and demerits of the inferior privileged

classes. The hereditary nobility is divided into nine classes, and

these again into twenty-seven subdivisions. Posthumous honors are

likewise conferred, which hold good in hades, and what is more to

the purpose, usually benefit the descendants of the deceased.

Vol. VII. The Board of Revenue, ^ Hu Pu, is charged

with the finances of the country, the payment of salaries, the ma-

nagement of the granaries, and the transportation of grain. This

volume contains the various districts in the empire and their situa-

tion, with a nomenclature of the principal rivers and mountains.

Vol. VIII. Contains the censuses, with the situation of the pro-

vinces, according to the degrees of latitude and longitude, calculat-

ed by the Jesuits. The arable area of the empire is 7,915,251 king

16 mau, and divided into the soldiers’ acres, those belonging to the

colleges, and the people’s fields. The land tax is levied according to

the assessment made by officers from this Board.

Vol. IX. The expenditures of the state are arranged under 12

heads, viz. for sacrifices, for popular festivals, allowance for officers,

for their servants, for the examinations, soldiers’ batta, stipends for
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couriers, charities, for inland navigation, sundries, manufactures, and

for salaries. Each province has its own treasury, but all the res-

pective officers are answerable to the Board of Revenue, and the

sums of money to be transmitted to the court are distinctly defined.

Vol. X. This volume is filled with a detail of the income and

expenditure of some particulars branches, the various mines in the

empire, and the coining of cash.

Vol. XI. Speaks of the transportation of grain, the construction

of the boats, and the excise or transit duty levied on merchandise

throughout the empire.

Vol. XII. Describes the manner in which disputes respecting the

pay of the soldiers of the eight Mantchou banners and other military

corps are settled, and how the commissariat is to be supplied, the

money and provisions to be received, in what way the sums arising

from the sale of offices and nominal rank are to be applied, and the

supplies issued for the officers within the precincts of the palace. We
are then informed how the articles received at the treasury, stores

and granaries, ought to be examined, and carefully overhauled,

—

and considering the roguishness of the Chinese, the care bestowed in

patient investigation can never be too great. The remaining part is

taken up with a variety of matters respecting the granaries at the

capital, the issues of grain, the various articles that must be furnish-

ed from the provinces as tribute, &c., &c.

Vol. XIII. The Board of Rites, Li Pu, is a very im-

portant part of the machinery of this government, but its details are

unimportant except as illustrating the hold that etiquette has upon

the people. It is very apparent, that great stress is laid upon its

functions, and that this tribunal is one of the strong holds of despo-

tism. This whole volume is taken up with a minute detail of the

congratulations proper upon new-years day, the ceremonies attend-

ing the coronation of the monarch, and other state solemnities,

which it is impossible and indeed quite needless to remark upon, or

attempt to describe in the limits we have here prescribed to our-

selves.

Vol. XIV. Is wholly taken up with the detail of the robes of

state worn by the court, and the ceremony necessary when officers

of state visit each other, which is indeed important to a courtier in

the precincts of the palace, but not at all edifying to us wdi yang,

i. e. outside mer[men], as THpu calls foreigners.

Vol. XV. Gives a succinct account of the schools and colleges

through the empire, and the manner in which the examinations are
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held. The whole is an interesting treatise, and develops the Chi-

nese system of literature and its study to advantage. This subject is

however too extensive to be more than hinted at in this synopsis.

Vol. XVI. Enters more into detail of the literary examinations,

and the degrees of the graduates, giving an ample account how the

candidates for office ought to be employed. The last part treats

upon the seals, which are used by the various departments under the

control of the Board of Rites.

Vol. XVII. Gives a minute account of the temples and altars

erected in honor of the various deities and saints, who are worship-

ed by government, and describes the ceremonies and sacrifices,

that take place on saint days, festivals, and other grand occasions,

as the march of an army, the eclipse of the sun and moon, &c.

Vol. XVIII. This is a manual for the harem, regulating the

dress and the etiquette to be observed by the ladies at the court,

detailing the manner in which they ought to mourn, and behave at

solemnities. Scarcely any body, we presume, except those whom it

directly concerns, would take the trouble of perusing this volume.

Vol. XIX. This book begins with the regulations respecting the

presents, which ought to be given to tribute-bearers. There is also

a short accout of the situation of the kingdoms that have brought

tribute to China. There are also laws about the treatment of em-

bassadors, or rather tribute-bearers, which savor of great compas-

sion and generosity to far-traveled strangers. Amongst other things

there is a statute ordering sacrifices to be made to the respective

gods, or patron deities of these nations. After this follows a des.

cription of the imperial banquets, both for the living and the dead.

Vol. XX. Treats entirely on music, and prescribes the airs that

are to be played on different occasions. It is full of information upon

this subject, but the contents are almost unintelligible to an unin-

itiated foreigner on account of the technical terms.

Vol XXI. Contains an account of the constitution of the Ping

Pu Sl or Board of War: in the first part it treats upon the

review^, and in the second gives the number of all officers and gar-

risons throughout the empire. This is an interesting account, inas-

much as the proper army is more formidable in numbers, than the

fierce legions of Russia, but there ends their superiority : their fights

are, like their numbers, all on paper.

Vol. XXII. Continues the subject, includes the navy both on the

hitrh seas and the rivers, with the transport service, and then gives

an account of the Tartar garrisons tlirougliout the provinces.
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Vol. XXlll. Details the ranks of military officers, which are

eighteen. The Board of War regulates the promotions, which are

awarded of course to skill and bravery, and not at all from favorit-

ism. There are, however, in the Chinese army many officers that

have risen from the ranks.

Vol. XXIV. Contains the martial law of rewards and punish-

ments. The latter are very severe, but the former are equally great.

To the brave the road of promotion and nobility are open, and those

that die on the field of battle, receive the highest titles in hades,

whilst their children are richly provided for and favored to obtain

the speediest promotion, both amongst the civilians as well as mili-

tary. At the end of this volume are the maritime regulations, direct-

ing the cruises of the imperial fleet, to prevent the intercourse of

barbarians with the islanders.

Vol. XXV. Treats of the cavalry and posts—a curious juxta-

position. But inasmuch as the foot soldiers are an armed police, so

are the cavalry mere couriers for carrying dispatches. There are a

good many regulations about horses and their riders, but here as

elsewhere, the efficiency of such a department depends wholly upon

the pay given to the couriers. So far as we can learn, dispatches

reach his majesty with a good deal of speed and regularity.

Vol. XXVI. Details the divisions of the van, rear, and centre of

the army, its battalions and companies
;
describes the military ex-

aminations, either in presence of the sovereign or before experienced

officers, and gives a general view of the internal organization of an

army.

Vol. XXVII. Presents an account of the Hing Pu, or

Board of Punishments. The first portion of it details the several mode^
of punishment according to ancient laws, and then subdivides the

existing code, reducing all the statutes it contains to matters con-

cerning the six Boards. We find here a report of proceedings in

peculiar cases, such as harboring stolen goods, commencing law-

suits, passing by decisions, &-c.

Vol. XXVIII. Largely discusses the subject of prisons—the com-
mutation of punishments, assizes, and various other important mat-

ters; it likewise furnishes an outline of the provincial courts, of
which there are seventeen.

Vol. XXIX. Speaks of the functions of the jjQ Kung Pu
or Board of Public Works. The imperial tombs require the utmost

care, and' next to them the dykes and other works connected with

Vol. XII. NO. II. P
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inland navigation. We have a full description of the imperial city,

with all its outworks, temples, palaces, and altars, and the numerous

establishments of the household, with a description of the materials

required to erect such buildings. Public edifices in China are, how-

ever, compared with them in other countries, but not with the mass

of other buildings, wretchedly put up, and sometimes afford but an

inefficient shelter against the inclemency of weather.

Vol. XXX. Enforces the accurate manufacture of arms and gun-

powder, orders the selection of pearls for the use of the emperor,

expatiates upon the public works along rivers and canals, and again

reverts to the manufacture of articles for the use of the court.

Vol. XXXI. Most amply describes the construction of the tombs

for deceased emperors and other personages
;
which costs the state

an immense sums. This volume also describes the public buildings,

granaries, mint, the coinage, powder manufacture, &.C., points out

the places where the materials are to be obtained, and tediously

delineates the form of sacrificial vessels, seals, &c., the preparation

of which falls to this Board.

Vol. XXXII. Gives a description of the Colonial Office,

Lifdn Yuen, which is intrusted with the management of the

Mongols, the government of Turkestan and Tibet, and is composed

entirely of Mantchous and Mongols. It regulates the emoluments

and nobility of the chiefs, appoints their audiences, and revises their

punishments. This volumes gives a full list of the tribes in Inner

Mongolia, Turfan and Koko-nor, their respective frontiers and

princes, and settles the annual presents, which they are to receive

on visiting the court, with their traveling expenses.

Vol. XXXIII. Speaks of Outer Mongolia, whic 3, in some

measure independent. We have here the names of the hordes, some

of which are very long, and their chiefs from the lowest to the ruling

khans. Towards the frontiers of Russia,, at Ouliasoutai, there are

two residents appointed by the court who regulate the intercourse.

The volume contains short notices of the trade between the two

countries, but Roes not state the annual amount. It enumerates

likewise tlib post establishment, and then proceeds to give an account

of the spiritual reign of the Dalai Lama in Tibet, under the foster-

ing care of the Chinese residents.

Vol. XXXIV. Gives a more minute description of the respective

relationship of the Mongol princes, the presents they receive, and

the tribute they pay; with an account of the nobility, revenue, and

situation of Turkestan.
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Vol. XXXV. Comprises a description of the Censorate,

Turliah Yuen, and its various functions in maintaining good

order, and proving a terror to presuming officers: speaks of the Court

of Requests, ^ Tungching Sz’, tlirougli which all important

papers have to pass; then explains the nature of the Talishi, a court

instituted for revising the judgment of other boards, and reexamin-

ing sentences for capital crimes. An account of the Hanlin, or nation-

al college follows, in which all those who have attained high rank in

passing the examinations, are assembled, and the Chingsz’ fu a simi-

lar institution upon a similar scale. The members of these colleges

write and correct documents, compile and |)nblish books, and com-

pose the history of the country.

Vol. XXXVI. This contains an account of the Tdehdng shi,

and Tdpuh sli'i two officers appointed to watch over the

imperial stud, and direct all the pageantry which the Mantchous,

when denizens of the wilderness displayed.

Vol. XXXVII. This volume presents us with a succinct account

of the eating establishment and the management of the sacrifices,

known under the name of ^ Kiodngluh sht. There is

moreover a particular account of the ceremonial, that takes place

in Shuntien fii,the district in which Peking is situated, at the annual

ploughing of the field, and at the examinations in the palace. Fi-

nally, there is the Jfunglm sM establi.shed in Moukden,

in order to uphold the proper observance of rites, and to regulate

the imperial banquets, whenever the emperor visits the palace.

Vol. XXXVIII. Comprises an account of the national school

^ Kwdhtsz’ kien, in which the sons of meritorious officers

are supported, and opportunity olfered them to advance their interest.

The second institution is the Kin Tien Kien ^ or As-

tronomical Board, the duty of which is to foretell coming events,

announce lucky hours, and make such calculations as will enable

the members to compose a correct national calendar.

Vol. XXXIX. This volume may be regarded as a very good

Chinese treatise on a.stronomy. It exiilains the motions of the hea-

venly bodies, and the calculations that have been made to settle the

times, months, seasons, and years.

Vol. XL. Part of this volume is also taken up with the busi-

ness of the astronomers, and then dwells amply npon the Tdi T
Yuen ^ or Medical College, and its various functions.
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Vol. XLI. This book gives us a view of the Imperial Body-

guard, Shi-wei that surrounds the sovereign continually, and

explains the services which they perform. There is also a small

office attached to the body-guard under the name of Tsausz’ cMi,

where reports, addresses and congratulations for the imperial family

are received and forwarded. The Liuen-i wei ^ 1^, is a tra-

veling establishment, including many couches, palankeens, screens,

trains, &c.

Vol. XLII. Gives a full account of the eight standards, the

bulwarks of Mantchou power, of their quarters, their commanders,

their fields, houses and domestic circumstances, the presents made

at their births, marriages and burials, their promotion and titles,

with a number of other matters.

Vol. XLIII. Details their duties and reviews, and refers to

their division into three brigades, with the various accoutrements,

and their duty when in active service. The whole breathes through-

out a strong anxiety for the preservation of this corps, on which the

imperial power depends.

Vol. XLIV. Dwells upon the artillery, batteries, mortars, gre-

nades, and other missiles of destruction. It also contains an ac-

count of the Nuiwu Fa 1^, or the household establishment,

v/hich is on the largest scale. We find here a detail of the sacri-

fices, at which the emperor assists in person, and a list of the officers,

with the regulation for their choice and promotion.

Vol. XLV. Continues the same subject, containing an inven-

tory of the stores and valuable things in the imperial treasury, than

which there can be nothing more rich and profuse, what are the

workmen employed to administer to the imperial pleasure. It gives

us an insight of the retinue appointed in all the various palaces, and

the customary offerings and rites, which both males and females

perform.

Vol. XLVI. -Is more explicit about the harem, the marriage

of the emperor and of the princesses, their dowry and duties, with
^

many more important matters, which ladies ought to know. It also

refers to the outer establishments, such as large farms belonging to

the court, stores of all kind of provisions, of materials for building,

of hosts of craftsmen ever ready to execute tlje imperial behests in

every particular. It is in fact an institution very perfect and excel-

lent in its kind and furnishes all the conveniences of life, with a

(rood many disagreeables ones. There is likewise a whole host of
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eimuchs, eacli liaving iiis respective rank Tlie discipline kept ii|) is

of the severest description, and the laws for their control are almost

intolerable.

Vol. XLVU. Points out the regulations respecting the admi-

nistering of punishment, the guards at each gate, the various build-

ings and their uses, the eating establishments, and the stables full of

camels and horses both at Peking, the palaces outside, and Moukden.

Vol. XLVIII. Enumerates all the pleasure gardens in and out

of Peking, and their particular uses, with the ceremonies that take

place therein. After this we have an account of his majesty’s eating

establishment. There ought to be placed before the emperor every

day twenty-two catties of meat in a bason, five catties boiled in soup,

hog’s lard one catty, two sheep, two fowls, and two ducks, milk of

sixty cows, one catty of butter, and seventy-five parcels of tea ;—this

is the daily allowance of the monarch. According to the account, her

majesty receives only sixteen catties of meat in platters, and ten

catties boiled with vegetables, one fowl and one duck; she has be-

sides the milk from twenty-five cows, with twelve pitchers of foun-

tain water, and ten parcels of tea. The other ladies and maids re-

ceive in proportion to their rank, but all without exception obtain

most substantial fare. The regulations extend even to the kitchen

utensils, and there must be the full number and no more. Lamas are

appointed to read prayers, they being the chaplains of the court.

We have now taken a general view of the whole work; to have

entered into particulars, would, as the phrase is, (here without meta-

phor) fill volumes. We have already, in former volumes of the Re-

pository, detailed much of the information contained in the liwui

Tien, and perhaps shall be able still to add to the information on

these heads.

A ax. IT. Hiun Ping Y&u-ycn, or Important Instructions to sol-

diers. By Yw, a commander-in-chief of H. I. M.’s military

forces, Sfc., S^'c. Translated by W. D.

[Besides thanking W. D. for his translation of these “Impoitant Instruc-

tions,” we will take occasion here to draw attention to the conduct of fo-

reign soldiers. When their own armies are on the march through the

provinces, the Chinese dread tlieir approach as they would that of hungry
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tigers. Of the British, they had formed a different opinion, and previously to

the affair on the heights of Canton, the mass of the people believed tliey had
nothing to fear from Britisli soldiers. This fact is noticed in the letter of
Wang Tinglan, published in our last volume. He says, “It was not till they
began rambling about through the neighboring villages, plundering tlie

people, and doing violence * * * that tliey found out the true character
of the foreigners

;
previously, “ multitudes of the people encouraged and sup-

ported them, * * * * anxious only that the foreigners should be victorious.”

Base as the Chinese are—and they are very base in morals—tlie retired

apartments of either their living or their dead, are not to be rudely entered
with impunity. By disturbing the ashes of the dead, certain persons, who
were not camp-followers, became so obnoxious to tlie Chinese people that

nothing but their blood could atone for their guilt They were doubtless

unconscious of the mischief they were doing
;
but their conduct, and Uiat of

those wlio were doing violence as they rambled from house to house through
the villages, with some similar proceedings of a more recent date, have been
the principal causes, we believe, of nearly all the popular hostility, which has

since appeared in Canton, and which rose to such a high pitch on the 7th

of last December. The admonition derived from the misconduct of native

soldiers, in 18:32, ouglit to be heeded by others besides the Chinese. Some
particulars of that misconduct may by found in our second volume, in tlie

notices of tlie rebellion on Formosa. Solitary instances of bad conduct are

magnified
;
and little acts of rudeness do great mischief. The Chinese

people are not to be ill-treated, nor beaten with impunity under British rule,

without judge or jury. And in times of peace—however great may be the

emergency—we question the expediency of pressing either coolies or sea-

men. The detention of a few poor junks at Hongkong in 1841, did the

settlement no small injury. Let the Chinese have the full benefit of British

law, and depend on it they will prove themselves to be good and industrious

subjects. To bring them into any service is easy
;
but to force them is a

hard matter. They say, “a child may lead a liorse to tlie water, but ten

men cannot make him drink.”

The writer of the following instructions is none other, we believe, than the

veteran Yii Pilyun of Chekiang.]

Every man derives his nature from heaven, and from infancy to man-

hood none are destitute of virtue. The virtuous cherish it in their

hearts, while the exercise of it towards a prince is called loyalty, and

towards a parent filial piety. That you should while at home exer-

cise reverence towards your parents, and fraternal affection towards

your brethren, you very well know. The Sacred Edict has widely

promulgated and reiterated in your hearing that scholars and hus-

bandmen, mechanics and tradesmen, by attending to the appropriate

duties of their calling, will secure a reputation, and surely reap their

reward.

The favors we receive from others ought never to be forgotten.

Here allow me to introduce a similitude. Suppose you were on a

long journey and your pocket money were expended, and you found

yourself destitute, far from home, without friends and perishing from

want. Then sii|>pose a man should give you a few hundred cash to

preserve your life. Should you over afterward sec this man, ought
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you to make any expression of gratitude for liis mercy ? And, if you

made no returns for his kindness, would you not justly be consider-

ed a forgetful and an ungrateful creature, and thus exhibit no good-

ness of heart? It is a common saying, If we receive from others

a favor, like a drop of water, the return should be like an ever flow-

ing fountain.

Now you, soldiers, have received favors from your sovereign which

it is extremely difficult for you ever to repay. It is becoming you,

as you regularly enter the cantonment to receive your rations and

monthly pay, to remember that all you have for the support of your

lives, the nourishment of your family, and the offerings to your an-

cestors, is the result of your sovereign’s compassion, whose mercy is

higher than the heavens and extensive as the earth
;
therefore loyal-

ty is a sentiment that should be engraven on your hearts. As you

receive liberally of the favors of your sovereign, it is becoming you,

by a careful and diligent attention to your appropriate duties, to

promote the peace of the land, by exterminating thieves and robbers,

and avoid disturbing or distressing the people. Thus you may res-

pond to the distinguished favors of your sovereign and yourselves,

advance in the road of promotion, from the infantry to the cavalry,

and then to official stations, with increasing honors and emolument.

This is in time of peace; but should there be a national distur-

bance, and you are sent out in regular file, and on^seeing the foe ad-

vance bravely before him and slay the enemy, you thus repay the

kindness of your sovereign. But if on seeing the enemy you cherish

unworthy fears and do not advance, you prove yourself ungrateful

and unworthy creatures, and of the same class with pirates, and all

men will be justified in slaying you.

You may consider that from ancient times till now, the wise and

the brave have been prospered and honored, and for this reason, that

with a true heart they destroyed the enemy. But those who fear to

die cannot thus avoid death; suppose they shut themselves up within

their own doors and die of disease
;
are they not then dead ? But if

you would not deserve death, take your sword and rush amidst a

thousand or ten thousand men, brandishing your weapon and speed-

ing your horse, and you cannot die. A discharge of your appro-

priate duties and the subjugation of the enemy, all depends upon your
loyalty and bravery, and in this way alone you can obey the laws
and preserve your lives.

In time of peace, while remaining in your cantonments, it is ex-

pected that you be quietly employed in your customary duties, not
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quarreling with each other; and when you go out, whether it be for

taking thieves, or for war, as you meet the people you should re-

member that your food and salary is the result of their labor. There-

fore, carefully endeavor to protect them. Do not frighten and annoy

them, but when you see among them old persons regard them as you

would your own father or mother
;
and when you see young persons,

treat them as you would a brother or sister. Do not think, because

you spend your strength in the service of your emperor, that you

have a right to defraud the people. When going abroad do not

compel the coolies to bear your burdens, without a suitable com-

pensation
;
and as you pass along the road, do not rob the gardens

of their vegetables and fruits. Do not passionately abuse the people

;

and, relying on your numbers, insult the defenseless. Should all

respond to the voice of one man, and several tens of you unite in

beating one man, and if perchance he is killed, do not think that

you will pass undetected
;
your fellow-soldiers, lest they themselves

should be implicated, will make known who was the mover of the

disturbance
;
and when this is known by the people, they will repre-

sent the case to the proper authority, who will institute an investiga-

tion
;
and the corroborating testimony of soldiers and people will

so clearly establish your guilt, that even your friends and relations

will not dare deny it. Such will then be judged according to law

and beheaded, and your head suspended by the wayside to the gaze

of the multitude. These things you all understand.

You remember that during the revolt of Formosa in the 12th

year [of H. I. M.’s reign, a. d. 1832], the soldiers from Cheki^ing,

Ilonin and Sz’chuen, refused to pay the coolies for bearing their

burdens, and that a dispute arose and life was lost
;

also, that chil-

dren were kidnapped, and the office of the salt-merchant was plun-

dered : when these things were beyond all endurance, they were

represented to the high provincial officers, who reported it to his ma-

jesty, and an imperial edict was issued
;
and, after the necessary in-

vefitigation, the offenders were delivered down to be punished ac-

cording to the law. These things are for your admonition. There-

fore do not trust in your numbers, or the fallacious hope of escape,

for your commanding officer will surely understand and make known

your conduct
;

also your comrades, for fear of being themselves im-

plicated, will disclose the matter, and you cannot escape punishment.

From ancient times till now the laws concerning soldiers have been

very rigid. On a former occasion a soldier stole a man’s vegetables,

and he was put to death for it.



184:J. Imjjurtant Instructions to iSuldicrs. 73

Now you tlunk that a vegetable is worth but a few cash; why

need a man fear to take it? Man is prone to imitate bad example;

and if he can take a vegetable, he will take something else
;
and soon

it will become habitual, and the people of the country will cease to

fear thieves and pirates, from their greater dread of the soldiers.

Thus the anger of the people would lead them to call upon the gods

for vengeance, and you will incur their wrath, instead of securing

their aid, in time of battle. Think you, when engaged in battle,

should one man draw back, would not all follow his example and

flee, and the foe pursue after them to the destruction of all ? The

laws concerning soldiers are extremely severe. The good man con-

stantly observes the customs, and dares not contend with his asso-

ciates. He regards his own life as precious, and trembles lest by

quarreling with another he should accidentally kill him, when he

would pay for it by the loss of his own life. If he escape death,

he is banished, and thus precluded forever from all honor and profit.

Anciently there was a man by the name of H;in Sin, who compel-

led a thief to pass between his legs : still he dare not wrangle
;
ac-

cording to the saying, “ The brave act like tigers, and not like

mice.”

If for a few years there should be peace, and instead of going to

war you all remain at home, as good men I will teach you what to

do; viz., practice yourselves in your duties that you may be able to

protect yourselves and your families, thus exhibiting truth and right-

eousness. Everything in heaven and earth is comprehended in

these two terms, truth and righteousness. They are to men what the

root is to the tree. Where then is truth? To speak a work to-day,

and follow it ever afterwards ;—not pointing to the east, then going

to the west ;—not saying that you have what you have not ;—not

changing to suit your own convenience;—if you speak and act thus,

all men will believe you. This is what is called truth. What is right-

eousness? For each to attend to his business and practice himself

in his appropriate duties ;—regarding his officers as he regards his

parents, and his comrades as his brethren, avoiding ingratitude and

a violation of the laws ;-—this is what is called righteousness. If a

man have no truth, but is deceitful and false, then there is nothing too

bad for him to do, and even his father and mother, and wife and chil-

dren will see that he is a bad man. An unrighteous man in the

twinkling of an eye becomes ungrateful. Therefore truth and right-

eousness are of the first importance.

Again it is easy to move the mind of the ignorant. This you will

10VOL. XII. .\'0. II.
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understand by observing a play. Suppose the actor, in alluding to

the ancients, should exhibit loyalty and filial piety. The audience

looking at the faithful minister or dutiful child, exposed to ten thou-

sand ills, still maintaining his integrity, and in every temptation to

impropriety and unrighteousness, sternly adheres to truth and up-

rightness. Therefore the gods of heaven and earth will protect him

in the field of batt'e, and crown him with laurels of victory, bless

him with a blooming wife and honorable children, and perpetuate his

name to a thousand generations. But how often is it that stupid

men frequent the plays, desiring only to witness impure and incor-

rect exhibitions, and look upon'scenes calculated to foster a conten-

tious spirit. You may know from the expression of their coun-

tenances that such, if they are not already adepts in the practice of

vice, will soon learn to be, for such things are very shallow and easily

learned.

Here allow me to introduce the case of Sung Kiang, a famous

robber, whose name is recorded in the Shui Hu, and history in-

forms us that he was at the head of thirty-six giant-like insurgents.

General Chang Suy6 of Hwuih^i, at one time called out his men to

exterminate them, but they surrendered and swore allegience to their

sovereign. Sung Ki^ng lived about the middle of the Sung dy-

nasty
;
he was a man of superior natural talents, and at length became

a faithful subject, and a queller of rebellion, and promoter of peace

within the four seas (China), and was praised by succeeding ge-

nerations. Still, though he became a faithful subject and a distin-

guished patriot by all his good deeds, he could not erase from history

the record that he was once a robber. Moreover, the works of fic-

tion have misrepresented the number of his colleagues, and endea-

vored to make it appear that he acted not for gain, but for honor

;

thus tempting the age, blinding the eyes of the people, and injuring

the hearts of men in no small degree. In the same way, novels have

so represented the character of the robbers of WA Kang, that indis-

criminating minds are led to admire their valor, not thinking that

they were without prince or father, and that they thus treated with

contempt their own body and their own parents; not thinking that

true courage consists in speaking with propriety and acting right-

eously, in not obscuring the laws of heaven, or throwing away con-

science, even if it should be at the hazard of life.

The fact is, you cannot rely on what novels say, for Sung Kiiing

was no better than Tai Wu and Minting (notorious robbers). You

know that in secret societies, where the members are sworn to pro-
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tect each other, the greater guilt rests on the headman, and his guilt

is increased in proportion to the increase of the numbers under him.

For such proceedings they surely will be apprehended and punished,

when repentance will be unavailing.

Therefore you, soldiers, ought carefully and unceasingly to follow

truth and righteousness, filial piety and loyalty. For if you care-

fully practice your own tactics, and when at home respect your

parents, love your brethren, and attend to your own business; and

when sent for the apprehension of pirates, you prove faithful to your

trust; in time of war not oppressing the people, and mutually ad-

monishing each other to walk in the path of virtue; and if you bravely

contend for your country’s weal, you will not only be greatly beloved

by your friends and relations, but also by the rulers of the land, and

the gods will secretly protect you wherever you go. But if you do

not carefully practice your tactics, and attend to your own business
;

when sent after robbers, if you prove unfaithful
;
when sent to war,

if you do not face the foe—such conduct cannot be endured by the

justice of the laws, or the mercy of the gods. <

Finally, strive to familiarize yourself with your own business, and

mutually instruct and assist each other. In giving these instructions,

your general has not employed a mysterious style and unintelligible

terms, but simple and everyday language, so plain that it may be

easily understood, even by those who cannot read. Now if these

principles of your nature (truth and righteousness) be established,

you may travel to the ends of the earth without danger of harm, and

is it not a matter to be desired that officers and soldiers, princes and

people should dwell together in peace and happiness ?

Art. III. Portrait of the emperor Ku Kdusin, classed among
the five emperors of China.

Before giving the few particulars, which the Chinese historians

have recorded concerning this man, it is necessary to recapitulate

far enough to correct the first paragraph of article fifth, of the num-
ber for November last. Fuhi, Shinnung, Hwangti, Y.iu, and Shun,

are generally admitted, by the Chinese, to be the personages who
are properly styled the Wu ti, or Five emperors ; at the same time,
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however, they admit into the list three other names—placing them

before Y4u, and after Hw^ngtf. These three are ShSnhau, Chuen-

hiu, and Ku, or ^ Ku Kdusin. Notices of Sh^inhau and

Chuenhiu have already been given, and we proceed now to speak of

Ku Ktiusin.

This monarch, the Chinese tell us, ruled by the power of wood

;

and black was his favorite color. His family name was Ki

;

and his proper or personal nsme was Tsin. Sh^uhau

was his grandsire, and his sire Kiauki. He was born with di-

vine intelligence. At the early age of fifteen, he began to assist the

emperor, and was by patent installed in office; and when thirty he be-
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he was styled Kdusin. He built his capital in Poh,

now the district of
|lj|i

Yensz’ in the department of H6nan,

in the province of that name. He ordered his minister

Hanme to frame and regulate music, both instrumental and vocal

;

and, ining yue. Lu Ying, he named or designat-

ed “ Six Heroics tijl jS?! 0$ ^ ^ ^ it’
ti sz’ shi chi Ying Hiod y^,

“ setting forth or celebrating the Ying

and the Hwa of heaven, earth, spring, summer, autumn, and winter.”

After a reign of 70 years, this illustrious monarch died in the hun-

dredth year of his age. Both he and his imperial cousort,
j|^

±^!5‘ Yin sz’ Shdng ti offered adoration and sacrifices to the

Most High.

Concerning this music, and this divine service, our author’s mean-

ing is not very clear to us. By the by, we may observe here that

some have considered this union of Ying and Hwa, as remarkable,

Ying being used to denote the English and what pertains to them,

and Hwd the Chinese and what is their’s : the first word denotes what

is excellent, noble, or ‘ heroic ’ as Carlyle might say
;
the second is

used to denote what is elegant, refined, polite : consequently, when

united, the Ying-Hwa must denote all that is splendid and glorious,

bright and illustrious, pure, refined, and excellent, in heaven and in

earth, and during all seasons. So much for the Ying and the

Hw4!
We see no reason to doubt that the progenitors of the black-haired

race did worship Jehovah, the Most High
;
and from their fathers

they may have received, by tradition, much correct knowledge con-

cerning the true God. ‘To offer pure intentions’ is called yen;

)TiE
sz' is to sacrifice to the gods or to departed spirits, the doing

of which, some one says, is like seeing, or having intercourse with,

those who are in the invisible world. Thus it appears—so far as

we may trust in the history and tradition of the Chinese—that this

ancient monarch and his house worshiped Jehovah, and paid divine

adoration to the only living and true God,—the emperor and the

empress, in their high stations, being examples to the people, their

children, teaching them how and whom they ought to worship.
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Art. IV. Loss of the transport Indian Oak, captaui Grainger,

on Lcwchcw, Aug. \^th, 1840.

The loss of the transport Indian Oak is mentioned on page 516 of

vol. X., but as the treatment of her crew was extraordinary in the

annals of shipwreck on the coasts of uifeivilized countries for its

kindness, we have condensed from the Nautical Magazine for 1841,

the account given by J. J. B. Bowman, agent for transports, who

was on board the vessel.

The Indian Oak, captain Grainger, sailed from TinghM, August

10th, 1840, in company with four other vessels, from whom she part-

ed company before night. The three next days, she experienced

heavy weather from the north and northwest, and the slack state

of the rigging, added to the turbulent sea, caused the ship to labor

very much. She also met on this eastern skirt of the Yellow sea the

same strong current from the east running out of the Pacific along

the south of Japan, which the Morrison experienced in 1837; (see

vol. VI., p. 364.) being set westerly, notwithstanding the strong

northwest wind, 23 miles in 24 hours. On Friday, the 14th, the

entry in the journal is as follows ;

“ Strong gales, N.N.W., and frequent hard squalls with a heavy sea. 5/i.

30m. more moderate
;
sea still running high, and the ship laboring very

heavy
;
out third reef of main-topsail, and reef of the foresail. lOh. course

per log, allowing one pc^t lee way according to capt. Grainger’s opinion, is

S. 66’ 30' E. 121 miles; lat. D.R. 25° 51' N., long. 127° 2' E. From my
own observations and opinion, the ship has made no lee way, but rather from

the heave of the sea headed her reckoning, and has made a course from

noon of yesterday, E. 13° S., 130 miles, which puts us in lat. D.R. 26° 10' N.;

from yesterday’s chron. Ion. 127° 20' E.; wind northwest and W.N.W.
“ At the moment of working tlie above sights, Mr. Power, acting third

officer, reported discolored water; hauled out S.S.W., and saw tlie land

indistinctly about N. by W., with a line of breakers stretching north and

south, close under our lee
;
at this time it was blowing hard witli severe

squalls and rain, the wind veering to the westward, the ship broke off to the

eastward of south
;
the weather so thick the land was scarcely visible at

three miles distant; saw breakers ahead, and land on the weatlier bow.

Wore with the hope of clearing on the other tack. In the act of veering,

the foi^-topmast-staysail and fore-topsail blew out of the bolt rope. Finding

we could not weather the coast on this tack, and an extensive reef of rocks

stretching out from the island, on which there appeared no chance of saving

the lives of the people, wore under the foresail and main-topsail, with the
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hope of running’ into what appeared an opening in the land, very indistinctly

seen
;
hut the foresail unfortunately at this moment blew out of the bolt rope,

and left us without hope
;
shortly after which the ship struck, and in a few

minutes more took the ground and fell over on her broadside : to the best of

my judgment this was about 11 a. m. Cut away the mainmast to ease the

ship
;
at this time blowing very hard in severe gusts, W.S.W. to W.N.W.,

with rain, and so thick, that the land which was moderately high, and not

more than two miles distant, was very indistinctly seen. The sea now made

a clean breach over the ship : all hands collected in the cabin under the

poop, and on the weather or starboard quarter, where I took up my station,

the sea breaking over with great violence, and sending broken pieces of

sheathing and copper over all. On the ship first taking the ground, lost our

larboard-quarter boat, which was stove and washed on shore, (by which we

observed the tide was falling
;)
there was no hope of saving our lives but by

the wreck holding together, and getting a line on shore.

“About noon, William Hayburn, passenger seaman, made an attempt to

carry the end of the deep sea lead-line on shore, but owing to the heavy

surf, and the very strong drawback, he failed, and was with some difficulty

hauled on board. Shortly after Mahomed Ally, lascar, made the attempt,

and succeeded in getting on shore, but without the line. On the poor fellow

getting a few yards above the surge, he fell down on the rocky ledge, ap-

parently quite exhausted and much injured by the rocks. Men were now

seen advancing towards the wreck, and to assist the man who had got on

shore. Great numbers now came down and motioned us to land.

30?n. p. M. or half-past noon.—Cut away the mizzenmast to ease the

poop, the ship completely over on her beam ends, and the sea making a

clean breach fore and aft, and blowing a severe gale with heavy rain from

W.S.W. About this time the ship broke her back and parted at the chest-

tree, the fore part settling down into deeper water. An attempt was now

made to launch the jolly-boat stowed on the launch, in doing which she was

stove, and no part of her seen again ;
the end of the log-line was now made

fast to a musket ramrod, and fired from a musket, but did not reach the

shore. John Vincent, cook, now attempted to swim ashore with a line but

failed, and was hauled on board as in the first attempt. A Lascar, named

Inodee, now made the attempt and succeeded in carrying tlie end of the

log-line on shore, by which the end of the deep sea-line was hauled on shore

by the natives, but owing to the bight fouling the rocks, our intention of

bendintr on a hawser was frustrated. Hatches, gratings, boats’ oars were

all tried to float a line on shore, and lastly a pig, but all failed. It was now

about 37i. P. M., and the flood tide coming in all the natives with our two men

left the reef, our only remaining hope being in the after-part of the ship

holding together during the flood tide. The weather now became much

worse, blowing and raining furiously from the W.S.W., dead on the shore.

It was now next to impossible to hold on the quarter, where with several

others I had continued to cling; we now retreated under the poop, which af-
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forded us some shelter from the severity of the weather, as also from the

risk of being injured by the pieces of sheathing and copper which were

continually thrown by the sea over the after-part of the vessel.

“ Our great fear now was, in the event of the gale continuing and our not

succeeding in getting on shore before the next flood, the vessel would not

hold together. A great and good God was most merciful. About the

barometer began to rise and the weather to break,—this cheered our droop-

ing hearts, and hope began to revive. To judge of our feelings at this time

between hope and fear, none but those who have unfortunately been placed

in similar situations can have any idea, and far more than my feeble pen can

describe. 1 have omitted to state, that shortly after the ship took the ground,

the rudder with part of the stern separated from the vessel, and the sea with

great violence forced itself through the aperture into the lower and upper

cabins.

“Between 11^. 30m. p. m. and midnight, judging it to be near low water,

sounded on the lee side (both sea and wind having greatly abated); it was

comparatively smooth under the lee of the wreck, where we found only five

or six feet water. Piped the hands on shore, the wreck of the mizzenmast

gaff and boom forming a raft, at the end of which the depth was little a^ve
a man’s waist, except in holes. On all the crew and passengers quitting the

wreck and succeeding in getting on shore, captain Grainger with his officers

and myself also quitted, and succeeded in reaching the rocky ledge in safety,

with the exception of receiving a few cuts and bruises in getting over the

rocks, and walking over the rocky ledge about a mile in tlie direction of

some lights, on a sand bank about high water mark. We were met by the

islanders, and greeted with great kindness and hospitality, most of us with-

out shoes, hats, or jackets, and many all but naked. I had nothing but a

pair of linen drawers, banian and shirt, wet and cold
;
one of the kind is-

landers noticing my situation, took off his cloak and put it over me. Here

they presented us with hot tea, and rice made up in balls. I only regret my
inability to do justice to those kind-hearted people. Greater kindness and

hospitality could not be shown by any nation than was shown to us by them.

“ After resting a short time on the beach, we were conducted about a mile

higher up through paddy fields, to what appeared a guard or court house,

being a comfortable wooden building with tiled roof, and divided into several

apartments. Here we were all supplied with dry clothing, and regaled

with a fresh supply of tea, rice, and fowls, and laid ourselves down to rest,

after twelve hours drenching in the sea.

" Saturday 15th, A.M.—Wind moderating and the weather clearing up,

found ourselves on the border of a large village called Pekoo. Several men,

apparently of rank, paid us a visit, and after making inquiries as to the num-

ber of Europeans, Portuguese, and Lascars, our ship’s company consisted of,

showing great civility and attention to our wants, sent rice, oil, and vegeta-

bles for the crew, and rice, fowls, eggs, &c., for the officers and Europeans.

Found however we were not allowed to go beyond the limits of the house
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and grounds. Our only inean.s of communication being through the medium

of tlie two Chinese carpenters, who spoke the Malay very indilfcrcntly, in

which language I communicated, and the carpenters again by the Fukien

dialect to the Lewchewans, four or five of whom spoke the latter. We
howt!ver, found one Lewchew gentleman of some rank, and a very intelligent

man, tliat spoke and understood a few words of English, which he said he

had learned from captain Beechey, of H. M. S. Blossom, that had touched at

the islands about fourteen years before on a visit. Having answered all

their interrogations as to where we came from, and where we were bound, we

were told not to fear, we should be sent to Singapore with all that we might

save, and be supplied with provisions during our residence, and for the voy-

age, but that we could not be allowed to walk beyond the limits of our pre-

sent abode. At low water it was intimated that all hands, with the exception

of myself, might proceed to the wreck, to save what we could, aud that ever^

assistance would be given, which was done by their sending boats and men.

We succeeded in saving from the wreck many articles of clothing, instru-

ments, and stock. A request being made to furnish a correct list of each

class of persons, and tlie quantity of provisions required at the same rate as

allowed on board our own vessel, it was given accordingly, and I was in-

formed that that quantity, or more if required, would be supplied daily. A
number of men employed in bringing in materials for erecting two long

ranges of buildings, one for the crew and the other for stores that might be

saved, with all requisite out offices which were marked ont.—Fine weather.

“ Sunday, 16lh, a. m.

—

Light westerly winds and fine weather.—Crew and

officers witli a large party of the islanders employed in saving articles of

various descriptions from the wreck, there not being more than four or five

feet water alongside the wreck at low water
; succeeded in saving most of

our wearing-apparel and furniture, some few articles of provisions, and been

but all completely saturated witli water. Had a conversation with some of

the principal men on the subject of quitting the island. 0ne proposition

from the Lewchew people was to break iip the ship, and to build a smaller

one with the materials, offering to supply any other wood that might be re-

quired, and men to assist. On explaining the great length of time it would

take to break up the ship, and the want of means to do so, as well as the

unsuitableness of the old timber, it being full of bolt and nail holes, and

being also without tools, a promise was given to send us in about a month to

Singapore, in a Lewchew vessel.

Monday, \7tli, a.m.—Light westerly winds and fine weather, with a smooth

sea. From fifteen to twenty canoes witli a large party of the islanders, and

our own people getting stores from the wreck : succeeded in recovering a

number of articles. Nothing can exceed the honesty of tliese good and

kind-hearted people
;
greater temptations could not be offered to any men

;

articles of gold, silver, clothing, wines, beer, and spirits strewed in every

direction, but not one ever touched, or missing; the greatest anxiety and

every means used to^-ender our situation comfortable. Several of the crew

1
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returned from the wreck drunk, and very mutinous. Several cases of sick-

ness, principally bowel complaint, but none of a serious nature.

“ Tuesday, 18th, a. m.—Throughout light winds, westerly during the day ;

latter part N.E.b.E., and calms with very fine weather and smooth water;

winds from the westward duting the day, and nortli-easterly at night Several

vessels, apparently fishing boats plying between the islands. Continued to

experience the same kind treatment from these excellent and polite people.

As yet have not seen arms of any kind amongst tliem : from eighty to one

hundred men with ten to twenty canoes assisting our people in saving articles

from the wreck. The meridian altitude was taken on board the wreck this

day, but owing to- the proximity of the land, do not consider it as correct’;

latitude deduced from it is 26° 11' 34'' N. The barracks for our people

and stores being completed' with all requisite out offices, sent tire crew in,

and the young men passengers into the north end of the store range : also

obtained permission to- retain one wing of the court-house for the commander

and officers’ accommodation Until another building could be erected. Got

the starboard-quarter boat on shore only slightly damaged.

" Wednesday, 19lh, a. m.—

F

rom 80 to 100 islanders, with ten to fifteen

canoes employed with the crew at the wreck in saving sundry stores, as

rope, blocks, kedge anchor, seven-inch hawser, two guns and candages.

Also succeeded in getting the launch out without injury. Our good friends

commenced building a barrack for our accommodation, and sent persons to

examine the wreck as to the practicability of breaking her up. This day

come to the determination to fit out the launch, and to send Mr. Field, chief

officer, with ten men in her to Chusan to obtain assistance ; made the same

known to the principal mandarin, stating, however, she was to go to Macao,

to which he agreed, but thought her too small. Meridian altitude taken on

board the wreck gave lat. 26° 16' 23" N., long. 127° 13' E.

“ Thursday, 20th, a. m.—A large party of the islanders building a long shed

or house, of rather a better description than that built for the crew, which

we are informed is for our accommodation and the captain’s stores. A par-

ty of the islanders with their canoes assisting our people in getting stores

from the wreck, recovered some provisions, sails, and rope.

“ Fiiday, 21s<, a. m.—The house for our accommodation being completed,

of which we received intimation from my friend Tung-chung-faw, tlie prin-

cipal man at Pekoo, immediately -moved in from that we first occupied.

Our new abode is a tliatched building extending in front of the court-house,

on the road from north to south, about 66 feet by 15 east and west, tlie front

facing the east, and the back to the west or seaside. The floor is raised

from the ground by beams thrown across at every three or four feet, with

small bamboos above, and fine mats, such as are used in their own dwellings

over all ;
the sides or walls made of bamboos and grass worked or sewed into

mats with jumps or windows such as are usually fitted to bungalows in Ben-

gal • the kindness and attention of these good people to all our little wants

e.xcecds everything ;
every convenience, oven a bathing-liouse, is attached to

our dwelling.
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“About noon a mandarin of bin'll rank airived, boforo wlioni captain

Grainger, Mr. Field, and myself, were summoned at the court-house: he

received us with kindness, and before entering on business requested us

to partake of a repast with him consisting of boiled eggs, salt fish, fried pork,

and balls of some savoury meat with pickled onions, and small cups of

sackie, the liquor of the country, made from rice, in which the mandarin

pledged us. He was an intelligent old gentleman, between sixty and seven-

ty years of age, with a long white beard from the chin, his outer robe or

dress was a light blue, a broad yellow sash beautifully embossed, and a high

cap covered witli rich yellow silk, white stockings made like mittens, with a

thumb stall only to admit the great toe, so as to allow the thong of the san-

dal fitting between the great toe and the next A long conversation now

took place, the substance of which was, that they would build a vessel

to take us to Singapore of the following dimensions : viz. (35 feet keel, 25

feet beam, 7 feet 6 inches depth of hold, or larger, if we thought that was

not sufficient, which should be finished in forty or fifty days
;
that we were

to superintend the building of the vessel, and reject any plank or timber we
might consider bad or unsuitable. It was also proposed to break up the

wreck, and to use such timbers and planks as were suitable in the construc-

tion of the new vessel, to which of course there could be no objection. 1

however, explained that owing to the great quantity of iron and bolts in the

old Indian Oak, it would occupy a very long time, not less than six months,

and as with their own wood it would take full two months, strongly urged

the necessity of sending our long boat with the chief officer to Macao, from

whence I thought assistance might arrive in about a month. This they

strongly opposed, on the plea, the long boat was too small, and if lost, blame

would fall on them, and wished us all to proceed in the vessel they proposed

to build. After many arguments on both sides, it was agreed the vessel

sliould be built, and the long boat allowed to go after the change of the

moon, so that in the event of the long boat not succeeding, the vessel would

still be in progress
;

for the cost and equipment I pledged the British go-

vernment.

“ About 5 p. M., the great man took his leave, accepting six time-glasses as

a present, which these good people seemed to prize much, giving an assur-

ance we should be supplied with provisions and a vessel, with everything

necessary to our comfort, but that we could not be allowed to leave the

boundary of our abode, except to the wreck. A ]iarty of islanders and the

crew employed at tlie wreck, recovered some of the ship’s sails and provi-

sions
; and made some progress in making the long boat’s sail-s. I omitted

to mention yesterday tliat the mandarin who this day visited us, presented us
with one large hog, twelve fowls, and a quantity of eggs.

“Saturdmj, 2'2d, a. m.

—

Strong easterly winds and fine weather. At day-
light this morning the hands were turned up, and ten men volunteered to o-o

in the launch with Mr. Field, chief officer. A party of the islanders and
most of the crew employed at the wreck getting out stores and wafer casks
.and others fitting out the launch with masts and sails.
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“ Sunday, 23(/, a. m.—LiglU nortlierly airs and fine weather. Perfonned

Divine service to-day, and returned thanks to Almighty God for our safe

deliverance ;—present, officers, passengers, and seacunnies.

“ Wednesday, 2(]th, a. m.—A large party of islanders breaking up tlie wreck;

second and third officer, with a party of crew getting the powder out of tlie

magazine and landing it. A party of islanders building a magazine of loose

stores on the beach under my superintendence, about one mile from our re-

sidence. ^
“ Saturday, Q9lh, a. m.—Dark threatening appearances and light N.N.W.

winds
;
long boat all ready to sail, but consider it prudent to detain her

another day, in consequence of the threatening appearance of the weather.

“ Received an invitation from the principal man Tung-chung-faw, to ac-

company him to the place where the junk was building to convey us to

Singapore. Accompanied my friend, taking with me Mr. Field, tlie chief

officer, and proceeding in sedans of the country, but rather inconvenient

being small
;
we were obliged to sit cross-legged on our hams, as the natives

generally travel in India. In our retinue were several persons of the

better class of natives, on ponies. Our route lay near the sea-coast and

rather rough, with a continuation of hill and dale. Had a good view of tlie

Markerima and Kireina islands, which bore by a Chinese compass, from the

entrance of the river where the junk was building W. by S. ^ S. Each

sedan was carried by four men, by a yoke lashed across the pole. Kept

on at a round rate for about two hours and a quarter,—supposed distance

eight or nine miles
;
crossed a bridge built of stone, with three arches, and

about twenty feet broad over a considerable river, on the banks of which tlie

junk was building. After crossing the bridge, our route lay towards the sea,

over a point of land on the north bank about two miles, and we reached tlie

place where the junk was building. At the mouth of the river is a small

bay, in which three junks of moderate size were at anchor. The entrance

from the sea is formed by two high headlands, a reef extending out from

each about half a mile
;
visited one of the junks which came in during our

visit. She measured over all sixty feet, and keel forty feet. On the north

bank was laid the keel of a new vessel, intended for us, and a great number

of workmen employed in preparing timbers and planks, which had been

brought from the wreck, to be used in tlie construction of the vessel. The

keel of the new vessel as stated measured sixty-fiye feet, had three scarfs

about twenty inches deep by eighteen inches broad. I intimated our wish

to build the vessel on an English model, and to be allowed to superintend

the work with the two Chinese carpenters belonging to our late ship. This

they would not agree to. No deviation from tlieir own method of building

would be allowed, but requested that we would prepare the sails out of those

saved from the wreck. The country which we piussed consisted of Jillls and

dales, with very little level land, but all in a high state of cultivation. Tlie

plough and hoe, witli a small bill-hook, appear to be the principal agricultu-

ral tools. All the cattle we saw were yoked to the plough ; they are larger

ihiin the IJeiigal animals, and generally black. Saw large fields of the sweet
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potato, several patches of siig-ar cane ami millet
;

the former appeared

healthy but very small. The soil generally a reddish clay and sand, and in

many parts very rocky. Passed several small villages, but saw few inhabi-

tants, and few females except children, and all of tlie lower order. It is

difficult to distinguish the females from the males, their dress being the same.

About sunset returned to our camp.

“ Sunday, Aigusl ‘SOlli, a. m. Mr. Field, first officer, one European sea-

man, one seacunny, and eight Lascars, volunteered to proceed in the launch

to Chusan. About lO/i. the principal man, Tung-chung-faw, came to me in a

great fright, and stated a number of bad men had arrived, to get all tlie

peeple witliin the inclosure, and on no account to allow any one out, as he

could not be answerable for their safety : our visiters he called Too-chara

men
;
he appeared much agitated, and very anxious the launch should get

clear
;
he repeated in strong terms our visitors were bad men, and not Lew-

chewans, but Japanese. A short distance, about 100 yards from our inclosure,

tl\e Too-charas had collected, and evidently several of tliem men of rank, as

they had large umbrellas held over them ; they were all anned
; every man

had two swords and a matchlock, or bow and an-ows. Tung-chung-faw

strongly urged me to have all our arms put out of sight, for if seen by our

visitors tliey would be taken; tliis, after some remonstrance, I did, the

Lewchewans begging we would make no resistance should the Too-charas

come in, but receive tliem as friends. My reply was, that I should be very

happy to see them as friends, but if any attempt at plunder was made I

should certainly resist. Our friend was greatly agitated, and assured me,

if I trusted to him and would conceal my arms, no resistance or plunder

would take place, but that if the arms were seen his own person would

suffer. I complied, well-knowing, in the event of an attack, they would be

of little use, as we had no ammunition, and little confidence could be placed

in any but the officers
;
nevertheless, I was determined to put a good face

upon the matter. Our launch appeared to make little head-way against the

heavy swell rolling into the bay, and I greatly feared she would not get off.

This greatly increased the anxiety of my Lewchew friend, who in good

English said, “long-boat come back, very bad. Too-chara man, very bad.”

These men were evidently soldiers ; each wore a dark-blue handkerchief tied

round the forehead, and differently dressed from the Lewchewans. I should

say they amounted to between throe and four hundred in number
; my friend

stated, besides chiefs and followers, they had 270. A party of the Too-

charas visited the wreck, and tliree double canoes, with about fifty or sixty

men were sent off, to detain and bring back the launch
; fortunately they

did not succeed, owing to the firmness of those on board the launch. The
cutter towing astern of the launch was seized hold of by all throe boats,

motioning with their hands for the boats to return. One man, much fairer

than the others, speaking very loud and with authority
;
on tlieir being

threatened from the launch, and the second officer and crew getting into the

cutter, they let go and made for tiie shore. Of this circumstance J was not
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aware until captain Grainger returned
;
but, as it afterwards appeared, our

Lewcliew friends were aware of tlie attempt, which caused tlieir anxiety.

About 2 p. M., tlie Too-cliaras moved off and encamped at tlie back of the

Pekoo village. Launch well out clear of the reefs
,
upon seeing which, and

the cutter, with capt. Grainger and second officer return, our Lewchew friends

became more composed and cheerful, assuring us we should not now be

visited by the Too-charas.”

After the departure of the launch, but little worthy of notice

occurred for several days. The weather was good, and the natives

kept at work breaking up the wreck, which was completed soon

after this, and everything that could be used from it was made

available for the junk building by the Lewchewans. After the ar-

rival of the Too-chara men, the crew were kept more strictly con-

fined to the limits of their dwellings, and not .suffered to go abroad

without attendants, although every want was supplied; a bullock was

.sent on one occasion. On the 1 0th of September, their attendant

officer named Tung-chung-faw, informed them that the junk was

progressing, and Mr. Bowman and capt. Grainger went in sedans to

see it, the Lewchewans riding horses.

“ The roads, owing to the late heavy rains, very bad. After a journey

of two hours and a half arrived at the place, and were most agreeably sur-

prised to find the vessel in a great state of forwardness. Frame up and

planked, great part of the deck laid, and the masts ready. This was the

thirteenth day since the keel was laid. The work however is very rough

and very inferior to European both as to strength and workmanship. Her

length over all is seventy-two feet. A dinner was prepared as on the former

occasion, and at 7 p. m. we returned to our camp.

“ Sunday 13th, a. m. Our Lewchew friends have this day, for the first

time, acknowledged the port of Napakiang, to be a short distance to tlie

southward, and the islands to the westward the Makerimas. They also

stated having heard of English ships with troops, being on the coast of Chi-

na, and the former beaten by the Chinese at Amoy.”

Pekoo, where the party were lodged, is about twelve miles from

Napa, or Napakiang as it is usually called. The rise of the tide on

full and change is from four to six feet. On the IGth H. M. ship

Nimrod, captain Barlow, and H. M. brig Cruizer, arrived, having

been sent by commodore Bremer from Chusan to take the crew off

the island. The Cruizer was immediately sent back to Chusan with the

dispatches and letters previously forwarded by the Indian Oak, while

the Nimrod remained to conduct the crew back. The authorities at

Napa visited both the ships on their arrival, and on Friday, I8th,

capt. Barlow with his officers returned the visit.
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“ Oil landing were met by several men of rank, who eonducted us to the

Court House, at the gate of which wo were met by the chief and his sons,

and conducted to a room wliere we sat on the mats
;
and were regaled with

spirits, tea, numerous preserves, and sweetmeats, and eggs, colored a deep

red. The object of the ships’ visit was made known, and thanks returned

in the name of the British government for their kind treatment of the officers

and crew of the late Indian Oak, and for the junk they had built, and a posi-

tive refusal on the part of tlie Lewchewans to receive anything in the way

of payment, either for the supplies required for her majesty’s ships, or what

they had supplied to us
;
stating, all they expected or wished was, that in

the event of any of their vessels calling at our ports, or meeting with a simi-

lar fate, they might be treated kindly and returned to tlieir country. We
now returned on board ”

The next day after this visit, Mr. Bowman returned to Pekoo in

a Lewchewan junk, accompanied by Mr. Siddal, parser of the Nim-

rod, and found everything nearly ready for leaving in the junk whicli

had been built. On Wednesday, the 2Bd, he sent men to Too-koo-

chie, (the place w'here the junk was building,) to bend the_sails,

while others went to the wreck to get the cables. Captain Barlow

and Dr. Campbell also arrived from Napa, and ponies being provid-

ed, a party of six rode to the newly built vessel. She was found to

be rigged and ready for sea. We can but regret that Mr. B. makes

so little mention in these notes of the condition of the natives, their

houses, their agricultural productions, and their general thrift
;
the

opportunities enjoyed on this occasion will perhaps not be soon re-

peated.

“ Saturda}!, 26th. All our luggage and stores being shipped, took leave of

our kind friends at Pekoo, and embarked on board the small junk for Napa-
kiang, accompanied by Dr. Campbell, of H. M. ship Nimrod. Received up

to the last moment the same kindness and attention we have ever experienc-

ed from the first moment of our landing from the wreck, and in addition

one month’s water and provisions for every man
;

this day was the forty-

third of our sojourn at Pekoo village. The wind being light, when about

half way to Napakiang, and six miles from our late abode at Pekoo, we
were joined by a large number of small boats which took our little squadron

of small junlcs, five in number, in tow.

The next day,

“Accompanied lieut. Williams and the young gentlemen on shore, with

the presents from her majesty queen Victoria to his majesty the king of
Lewchew, presented -by capt. Barlow; viz. a picture of a female reclining on
a couch, twelve copies of the Saturday and Penny Magazines, a telescope,

and one small looking-glass. On landing we were received at the causeway,

and conducted to the same place as on the former occasion, with capt. Bar-
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low
;
and after waiting a sliort time, the chief of Napakiang and his sons

made tlieir entry. We were regaled with sweetmeats, tea, and tobacco as

on the former occasion, when we took our leave and returned on board the

Nimrod.”

This visit was returned by tlie magistrates of Napa, and the kind-

hearted magistrate ofPekoo; and again, just before sailing for Chu-

san on the 2S)th, Tung-chung-faw came on board to bring a few pipes

and fans in return for a telescope given him by Mr. B. The junk

Lewchew, as she was named, having capt. Grainger and most of the

crew on board, kept company with the Nimrod in the passage over

to Chusan, where all arrived safely on the 5th of October.*

Art. V. Topography of Kwatigfang ; situation and boundaries

of the province; its area and population; its subdivisions,

rivci-s, lakes, mountains, plains, productions, 6fc.

Pere Dll Halde gives the following general account of this pro-

vince. “ This is,” he says, the most remarkable of all the southern

provinces. It is bounded on the northeast by that of Fukien; on

the north by Kiangs't
;
on the west by Kw^ngsi and Tungking; the

rest is washed by the sea, where are a good number of commodious

ports. It is divided into ten counties, containing ten cities of the

first class, and eighty-fonr of the second and third rank
;
e.xclusive of

several forts and military places, together with the city of Macao,

and the island of Sanshan, both of which have become famous in

* The editor of the Nautical Magazine makes some remarks upon the inaccuracy

of the reckonin'T kept by on board of the Indian Oak, which we pass over, and con-

clude the account by quoting his observations upon the humanity of the Lewchewans.
“ But it is grateful to turn from this subject to the treatment of our shipwrecked coun-

trymen by the islanders in the midst of their disaster. Every possible assistance is

given them to escape from the fury of the elements, and to nourish and protect them

afterwards until they could be safely returned to their native land. Alas, how painful

to contrast such behavior with that experienced on our own shores, where it is too

well known, that in place of protection, plunder is the order of the day ! We say this

is too well known, and notwithstanding our civilization, there is not that Christian cha-

racter exercised generally on these melancholy occasions which prevails among the

semi-barbarous natives of the Lewchew islands, where the light of Christianity has not

yet penetrated. The people of Lewchew have indeed performed the part of the good

Samaritan spontaneously, and we trust it will not be forgotten by Englishmen. By the

way how amply this confinns the character attributed to them by capt. Hall, when he

visited them in the Lyra long ago. The same kind attention was shown to the Alceste

and Lyra as to the shipwrecked mariners of the Indian Oak, and no return, as in the

latter case could they be prevailed on to accept. Indeed, how much is there which

might he copied by civilized nations in tlic behavior of the uncivilized people of the

l.ewchcw islands.’’
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Europe. The province is partly plain and partly mountainous, and

so fertile as to produce two crops of grain yearly. Whatever can

contrHiute to the pleasure of life abounds here; it also furnishes

gold, precious stones, silk, pearls, pewter, quicksilver, sugar, copper,

iron, steel, saltpetre, ebony, eagle-wood, and several sorts of odori-

ferous wood. There is likewise plenty of all sorts of fruits, as po-

megranates, grapes, pears, plums, chestnuts, and peaches; which,

though they do not ripen without difficulty, would make pretty good

sweetmeats. There are others that are excellent in their kind, viz.

bananas, ananas, lichi, lungyen, oranges, and lemons of all sorts.

There is a particular sort of lemon, which grows on trees, full as

thorny as the citron tree, but much larger : it bears white flowers

of an exquisite odor, from which they distil a very pleasant liquor.

The fruit is almost as big as a man’s head
;

its rind resembles that

of other oranges, but the substance within is either white or reddish,

and has a taste between sweet and sour. There is another sort of

fruit, the largest anywhere to be seen, which grows not on the

branches, but on the body of the tree; its rind is very hard, and

within it has a great number of little cells, containing a yellow pulp,

which is very sweet and agreeable when the fruit is fully ripe.

“ Fish of all sorts are caught on the coast, besides oysters, lob-

sters, and very well tasted crabs, and tortoises of an extraordinary

size
;
the Chinese make an infinite number of pretty curiosities of

their shells. The province abounds with wild and tame peacocks,

which are carried into other parts of the empire
;

also a prodigious

multitude of tame ducks, which the inhabitants breed with care.

They hatch their eggs in ovens or in dung, and then carry them in

little boats to the sea-side, at low water, to feed on oysters, cockles,

and several sea-insects. As a great number of boats go together,

consequently many flocks of them are intermixed on the shore
;
but

as soon as the owners strike on a basin, every flock returns to its

own boat, as pigeons do to their houses.”

The foregoing paragraphs are good and fair specimens of Du
Halde’s “Geographical Descriptions.” When first written they

were no doubt minutely accurate
;
but the changes which have oc-

curred here, since his ‘ Description Geographique, Historiqne, Chro-
nologique, et Physique de I’Empire de la Chine,’ &c., was first pub-
lished in 1735, at Paris, are so numerous and so great, that his work
taking it all in all, can no longer be received as a safe guide. It

possesses great value, and will continue to be highly prized as lono-

as historical records have any value
;
but it does not now show us
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China as it is—nor its people and productions as they are. The
descriptions, if compared with the country and the productions as

they now are, will be found in many particulars defective, and in

others erroneous.

In one particular—its maps—its details of latitudes and longi-

tudes—it is unequaled. Du Halde has given us an account of the

motives that induced the emperor Kinghi to have the maps drawn,

and of the method of their execution. They were commenced on

the 4th of July, 1708,—the 16th of the 4th month of the 47th year

of Kanghi’s reign ; they were finished and presented to the emperor

in 1718, by p^res Bouvet, Regis, Jartoux, Fridelli, Cardeso, Bon-

jour, Tartre, De Mailla, Herderer, &c. The survey was made by

triangulation
;
and no pains were spared by the surveyors, or assis-

tance withheld by the emperor, in the performance of the work.

In the province of Canton, the latitude and longitude of many of

the principal towns, both in the departments and in the districts, are

given, and we subjoin a list, which we borrow from the English folio

edition of Du Halde.

A table of the latitudes (observed), and longitudes (determined

geometrically), whereon the map of Du Halde is grounded.
Latitude. Longitude from Peking.

N^nhiung chau ir OD 2° 33' 20" W.

Shiuchau fu 55 3 20

Lien chau 50 32 4 16

Y^ngshan hien 30 4 4

Yingte hien 11 32 3 33 20

Ch^ngning hien 6 45 2 37 20

Lienping chau 19 12 2 10 59

Hoping hien 30 1 33 35

Hingning hien 3 36 46 40

Ch^uchau fu 36 46 40 E.

Tsinning hien 26 24 18 40 W.
Haifung hien 54 1 9 36

Hoyuen hien 42 1 54 40

Hvvuichau fu 2 24 2 16

Lungmun hien 43 42 2 24 40

Tsunghwa hien 44 24 3 46 40

Kwangning hien 39 26 4 29 35

Shauking fti 4 48 4 24 30

Teking chau 13 42 5 14 40

Loting chau 55 12 5 33 30
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Latitude- LoagililOe from Peking.

6' 6’ r 20" W.
48 6 2 15

32 24 6 28 40

38 54 7 29 40

54 8 0 45

24 7 28 20

19 12 6 42 30

51 36 6 48 20

19 24 6 50

37 12 6 17 20

50 20 5 3 40

14 24 4 16 20

30 3 55 40

32 24 3 30

49 25 3 39 25

10 58 3 31 29

12 14 3 19

f Hainan.
2'' 26"' 6° 40' 20"

..19 30 6 14 50

40 6 36

21 36 7 44

12 8 8

32 24 7 29 20

48 7 13 40

Sinf hien 22

K^uchau fu

Shiching hien 21

Lienchau fu 21

Kinchau 21

Lingsh^n hien 22

Suiki hien .21

Luichau fu

Siiwan hien 20

Hwa chau

Y^ngkidng hien 21

Sinning hien 22

Sinhwui hien 22

Hiiingsh^n hien .22

Shunte hien 22

Kvv^ngchau fu 23

Macao 22

Island of He
Kiungchau fu 20’

Wanchang hien 19

Wan chau 18

Yii chau 18

Ch^nghwi hien 19

T^n chau 19

Link^u 19 f46

The following is a complete list of the departments and districts

of the province, in the order they are enumerated in the T« Tsing
Hwui Tien.

I. ^ ^*1*1 Kwangchau fu

;

or the

Department of Kwangchau, comprises fifteen districts.

1 Nanhai,

2 ^ ^ Pwanyii,

3 ^ ^ Tungkwfin,

4 ^ ^L| Hiangshan,

^ $ Sin’an,

^ ^ ^ Sinning,
’

^0 ^ ^ Tsangching,

11

M\U
1,^ Shunte,

Lungmun,

12 jt, Tsunghwa,

13 ^ Hwa hien,

Ts.enshanChait.ng,14 H tJC Sanshui,

Sinhwui,
in S Tsingyuen.
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II. Shduchau fu ; or the

Department of Sliauchau, comprises six districts.

1 ^ fX Kiukiang, 4 ^ Yingte,

2 M S Ungyueti, 5 fn Jinhvva,

3 Jtiyuen, 6 ^ Lohchang.

III. ^ j'l’}
Hwuichau fu; or the

Department of Hwuichau, comprises ten districts.

1 fill ^ Kweishen,

2 H Haifung,

3 ^ Lufung,

4 ^ S Yung’dn,

5 'M M Hoyuen,

6 jj|
Lungchuen,

7 fp Hoping,

8 3^ *)‘H
Lienping c^aw,

9 n Pohlo,

10 ^ Changning.

IV. j'|‘| Chduchau fu; or the

Department of Chauchau, comprises ten districts.

1 1^ Haiyang, 6 [§ Kieyang,

2 Chauyang, 7 $ Puning,

3 m Tanghai, 8 ^ Hwuilai,

4 'M B Nan’au ting, 9 Jauping,

5 ® jlll
Fungshun, 10 A M Tapu.

V. fijl ^ Shduking fu

;

or the

Department of Shanking, comprises thirteen districts.

1 5 S Kauyau,

2 Kauming,

3 t| li| Hohshan,

4 % Sinhing,

5 H ^ Haiping,

6 ^ ’Anping,

8 Yangkiang,

9 ® ^ Sz’hwui,

10 ^ fl'l
Teking chau,

1 1 1^ ^ Kwangning,

12 ^ Haikien,

13 jj| Fungchuen.

7 ^ Yangchun,

VI. 1]^ Kduchau fu ; or the

Department of Kauchau, comprises six districts.
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1 ^ ^ Mauming, 4 ^ Sliicliing,

2 1^ Tienpe, 5 j|| Wucliuen,

3
'j'l'l

Hwachau, 6 \p Sini.

VII.
jfl Lienchau fu; or the

Department of Lienchau, comprises three districts.

1 Hohpu, 3 j|j Kinchau.

2 3S. llj Lingshan,

VIII. ^ <j]*| Luichau fu

;

or the

Department of Luichau, comprises three districts.

1 Haikang, ^ H Siiwan.

2 Suiki,

IX. Kiungchau fu; or the

Department of Kiungchau, comprises thirteen districts.

1 ^ Kiungshan,

2 Ting’an,

3 ^ ^ Wanchang,

4^1^ Hwuitung,

5 ^ Chingmai,

6 ^ ^ Lohhvvui,

^ 1^ Linkau,

X. W.%1

8^1^ Changhwa,

9 ^ Kan’an,

10 1^ 7K Lingshui,

11 ^f| Wanchau,

12 0 ^i'l Tanchau,

13 1 fl-j
Yaichau.

L'lyau ting; or the

(Inferior) department of Liyau.

XL Fahkang ting; or the

(Inferior) department of Falikang.

XII. Lien chau

;

or the

Department of Lien, comprises two districts.

1 ^ li| Lienshan, 2 1^ |J-| Yangshan.

XIII. ^
')i’]

Loting chau; or the

Department of Loting, comprises two districts,

1 ^ Tung’an, 2 ^ ^ Sining.
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XIV. g |‘| Nanhiung chau

;

or t he

Department of Nanhiung, forms but one district,

ilp Chihing.

XV. ^ j
Kiuying chau

;

or the

Department of Kiting, comprises four districts.

1 1^ ^ Hingning, 3 ^ Changloh,

2 ^ Chinping, 4 ^ Pingyuen.

( To be continued.)

Art. VI. Local correspondence between her Britannic majesty’s

plenipotentiary and the British merchants. (Continued from

page 46.)

(No. 7.)

Macao, 2.5th January, 1843.

Gentlemen,—I have the honor to forward for your notice and

information a copy of my letter No. 43, of this date to the address

of Mr. Morrison. I have, &c.,

(Signed) Henry Pottinger, H. M.’s plenipotentiary.

Messrs. Matheson, Braine, Burn, Thomson, & Livingston.

(Inclosure in No. 1.)

J. Robt. Morrison, esq., &c., &c.

Macao, 25th January, 1843.

Sir,—Your private letter of the afternoon of the 23d instant reached me
late last night, and I take the earliest opportunity of assuring you in this

form of my unqualified approbation of, as well as great satisfaction at, you

and Mr. Thom having declined either to reside at the hong-merchant’s con-

soo house, or to meet the Chinese officers at that place, for the transaction of

business.

I need not assure you at this hour, that I have personally, every feeling

of goodwill and kindness towards the hong-merchants, whom I consider to

have long been a most useful and meritorious class of individuals, but the

time has arrived when their official connection with the officers of the British

government must cease, and although it does not fully appear from your

letter, that it was intended by the Chinese high officers, that the liong-mer-

chants should be the medium of communication with you, yet I infer thaj
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such was the iiiteution, and even had it not been so, the people of Canton

could not possibly have supposed that there was any other arrangement had

you and Mr. Thom taken up your residence at tlie consoo house.

Although my opinion with regard to tlie hong-merchants having no longer

any official intercourse with the officers of the British government, is so de-

cided and conclusive, yet I will avail myself of tliis opportunity to record,

that I not only do not see tlie smallest objection to their continuing to act as

brokers (in the same manner that tlie wealthy trading Parsees and otlier

natives do in India) to the British merchants, but shall be very happy to pro-

mote such an arrangement by my advice and suggestions
;
and I will even

add, that were the whole of tlie creditors of the insolvent hong-merchants to

come forward, and unanimously propose, that tlie payment of tlie tliree mil-

lions of dollars, provided for by the treaty on that account, should be sus-

pended, and the said merchants’ debts to tliat extent be discharged (as they

have hitherto been) by instalments, I shall be prepared to give effect to tliat

proposal, pending the commands of her majesty’s government—it being of

course cletirly and distinctly understood, and recorded beforehand, that the

guaranty of the British and China governments does not extend beyond

tliat amount.

I quite approve of your having engaged a hong for the residence of your-

self, Mr. Thom, and captain Balfour, and to carry on your business, during

your detention at Canton, but your first letter on this point has not yet come
to hand.

I propose to send a copy of this letter to the committee of British mer-

chants, so that there is no objection whatever to your making it public.

I have, &.C., (Signed) Henry Pottinger, H. M.'s plenipotenlim-if.

(True copy.) Richard Woosnam, Acting secretary.

(No. 8.)

Macao, 27th January, 1843.

Gentlemen,—I forward to you a translation of a letter (No. 1) ad-

dressed to me by the imperial commissioner riipu, and his colleagues,

and request you will oblige me by furnishing me at your earliest

convenience, with the information those high officers require.

I beg to suggest, that this letter and its accompaniments should

be circulated generally, and that all British merchants should be

invited to address communications to me (either direct or through

you) on the subject.

I take this opportunity to forward, with the same view as to cir-

culation, and for general information, a letter (No. 2.) which was
addressed under my authority to Messrs. Bell Co. on the 29th of

last month. I have &c., &.c.

Henry Pottinger, H. M.’s Plenipotcntiari/.

To Messrs. Braiiie, Matheson, Burn, Thomson and Livingston.

I

I
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{Inclosure 1 in No. 8.)

riipii, imperial high commissioner, &.C., Ki Kung, governor-general of the

“ Two Kwang,” &.c., and Liang Pauchang, governor of Kwangtung, &c.,

make this conununication of their views :

—

In the treaty recently concluded in Kiangnan, it is stipulated, that, “At all

the ports which are to be thrown open for the resort of British merchants,

there shall be established a fair and regular tariff of export and import cus-

toms and other dues, which tariff shall be publicly notified and promulgated

(by the Board of Revenue), for general information.”

We find, upon examination of the subject, that on all goods imported and

exported by merchants of any foreign countries, the duties to be levied are laid

down in an old, already existing tariff; but that the hong-merchants conducting

foreign trade have, in the process of years, gradually added charge upon

charge till they amount in some cases to several times the sum of the tariff

dues. Under this head of miscellaneous charges, there are things affecting

the tribute payable to the emperor, the purchases required of them by the

emperor, and sundry contributions to the public service. There are also

some things which the hong-merchants find pretexts for charging to the per-

sonal advantage of themselves. It of course behoves that these things should

be examined into to the bottom, equitable arrangements should be made

regarding them, and that the tariff should be reduced to one standard,—so

that the whole may be sent up to the Board of Revenue, and by it be publish-

ed to the custom officers of the several ports, and conformity thereto com-

manded in the receipt of all customs and dues—that thus the hong-merchants

may be prevented from finding any screen for illicit and gain-hunting

practices, to the creation of further evils and offenses.

The high commissioner and his colleagues have, therefore, called upon the

superintendent of the maritime customs of Canton, to direct the hong-mer-

chants engaged in foreign trade to make a complete return of all charges

and fees : and lest there should be any intentional concealment or omissions

therein, lest the whole should not be reported thoroughly, the high commis-

sioner, &.C., deem it their duty, also to request of the honorable plenipoten-

tiary, that he will take the trouble to examine into this matter, and to direct

some officers, well experienced in, and acquainted with commercial matters,

to learn what amount of charges is actually paid on each article of their

imported and exported goods, by the British merchants, and to make a clear

written return thereof ;
also, that he will have such return rendered into

Chinese, and will send it to the high commissioner, &c., to facilitate an

equitable consideration and arrangement of the matter.—In the hope that

the plenipotentiary will cause tliis to be done speedily, this most necessary

communication is now made.

To sir Henry Pottinger, bart, H. M.’s plenipotentiary. Jan. 23d, 1843.

(Inclosure 2 in No. 8.)

To Messrs. Bell & Co.—Macao. Macao, 29tli December, 1842.

Gentlemen,—I am directed by sir Henry Pottinger to inform you, in an-



1843 and tlu British Merchants. 97

swer to your letter to my address under date the 27tli instant, tliat seeing,

tliat at least one reference to Peking will be necessary, before the final set-

tlement of the new tariff and regulations, his excellency does not think, that

the new tariff and duties can come into operation during this season, and,

that it is not his excellency’s intention to require that the new tariff should

have a retrospective force with regard to goods already imported.

I have, &c., (Signed) J. Robt. Morrison,

dieting secretary and treasurer to the superintendents of trade.

(True copy.) Richard Woosnam, secrefan/.

(No. 9.)

Macao, January 28th, 1843.

To his excellency sir Henry Pottinger, bart., &c., 6lc.

Sir,—We have the honor to wait on your excellency with copies

of certain resolutions passed at a general meeting of British mer-

chants this day
;
and we beg leave to refer to the same in reply to

the letter which your excellency has addressed to us under date

24th and 25th inst. With reference to your excellency’s further \

letter, dated 27th instant, we beg to state that we will lose no time

in collecting all possible information on the subject to which it

relates. And as soon as we are in a position to furnish such details

as can be useful we will again have the honor of addressing your

excellency. We ha>e, &c.,

(Signed) Alex. Matiieson,' G. T. Braine,

Wm. Thomson, D. L. Burn, W. P. Livingston.

{Inchsure in No. 9.J
Minutes of a general meeting of British merchants held at the house of Messrs.

Dent & Co. to take into consideration the notification from H. M. plenipoten-

tiary published in the Hongkong Gazette, under date 16th January, and three

communications to the committee of British merchants, dated respectively 24th,

25th, and 27th January.

After some discussion with reference to the first documeiii, as to whether the

committee-sliould continue their services, or whether it should bo left to the British

mercantile community to communicate separately with H. M. plenipotentiary, it

was moved by Mr. Harkcr, seconded hy Mr. Blenkin, and carried unanimously:

—

1. That the committee be requested to continue to act. And moved by Mr.
Kerr, seconded by Mr. Compton, and carried unanimously,

2. That it appears advisable to this meeting, that to render the service of the

committee satisfactory and efficient', all communications of a public nature be.

tween H. M. plenipotentiary and' the British merchants regarding the tariff,

should pass through the hands of the committee.

The communications from H. M. plenipotentiary, under date 24th January,

Iwing then read, it was considered that no further reply appeared at present

necessary beyond the expression of the thanks of the meeting to his excellency for

VOL. XII. NO. II. 13
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the information it contains. The letter dated 25th .January relating principally

to the hong debts with the inclosure, being then read, it was moved by Mr. Blen-

kin, seconded by Heeijeebhoy Rustomjee, and carried unanimously.

3. That after mature deliberation, the creditors are unanimously of opinion that

it would be highly inexpedient on all grounds to postpone the payment of the

balance due on the hong debts beyond the period already fixed on by the treaty.

The communication under date 27th' instant was referred to the committee for

feply, after which the meeting was dissolved.

January 28th, 1843. (Signed) G. T. Brainb, Chairman.

(No. 10.)

Macao, 8th February, 1843.

To his excellency, sir Henry Pottinger, bart., &c., &c.
Sir,—With reference to our letter under date 28th ult., we now

beg to acquaint your excellency that after the most diligent in-

quiry, we have failed in obtaining the information requisite to

prepare a complete list of duties which foreigners have been in the

habit of paying to the hong-merchants on imports and exports. Your

excellency is doubtless aware that the invariable custom in Canton

has been for the foreign merchants to purchase exports at prices

including duties and all charges, and to sell imports at rates exclud-

ing such items
;

it having been the province of the hong-merchants

to make all arrangements connected with the duties. The imperial

tariff and the other legal charges have never been published by

authority, and not only has it been impossible to obtain authentic ac-

counts on the subject, but the charges have varied so much at different

times, (and are believed frequently even to have differed at the same

time in different hongs,) that any scale which the information before

us would enable us to prepare, would be exceedingly imperfect.

Except on a few of the staple articles of commerce, the foreigners

have, for the reasons already stated, avoided troubling themselves

with endeavors to investigate details which could only be supplied by

parties whose object was rather to withhold than supply information.

In the principal article of export. Tea, we have generally been

better able to trace the charges than on other goods
;
and with regard

to this important branch of trade, we may observe that the expense

— of shipping off was, only a few years since, including duty and con-

soo-fund, only 2 taels 5 mace per pecul, the analysis of which charge

Y. E. will find stated in our letter of 13th January. Four years since,

the total charge was raised to 5 taels; last year, as high as 8#. 5;«.,

and is now again reduced to 0 taels. From the best information we

can obtain, the present charge of (Jjaels is subdivided as follows :
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Faiil into the hoppo’s office (but we have no means of knowing what w. c.

is irregular, and what regular charge), 1 9 ti

Charge for difference in weight, (uncertain how far regular) 12 per

cent. 2 3

Consoo fund 1 8 G
Difference between the weights of the foreigners and teamen .... 1

Mending chests, coolie hire, and other hong charges 3
""

Balance assumed to be profit of the hong merchants G 5

Taels per pecul, GOO
From this statement it would appear that the regular imperial duty

on this article is now barely 2 taels, and cannot have for some years

varied materially
;
but that the greater part of the heavy burdens

laid on the trade have been in the name of consoo clmrges. It is

probably reasonable to infer that we should find such to have been

the case with all or most other articles, had we the means of fully in-

vestigating : but under the circumstances stated, we submit to Y. E.

that the preparation of a list, which we must know ourselves to be

very imperfect might better be avoided. We, however, subjoin a list

of duties on a few other leading articles of trade, and we are at the

same time quite ready to renew our investigations, and place before Y.

E. the result, should Y. E., on reconsideration, consider it advisable.

On reconsidering the question of a tariff, and our previous

correspondence with Y. E., we hope we may be allowed again to

express a hope that Y. E. may not be indisposed to agree with- us,

that as the Chinese commissioners have themselves proposed that

the new scale of duties should be based on the imperial tariff, which

they themselves admit to be on record at the office of the hoppo

in Canton, and as those charges are generally supposed to be mo-

derate, they should be requested to furnish a list of them, and what

they consider a fair addition for expense of collection
;

or if the

Chinese authorities would prefer stating the amount which at the

present estimate of the trade they consider should be collected as

imperial duty, we might without difficulty prepare a tariff, dividing

such duty on the several articles of trade. We have, &c.,

(Signed) Alex. Matheson, G. T. Braine,

W. Thomson, D. L. Burn, W. P. Livingston.

{Inclosure in No. 10.^

Memorandum of duties said to have been charged during the last fete years.

Woolen clotli, 24. 2,’)J, 26 a 23y^xnr> ® 30 cents per yard.

Long ells, !|1.80, .^2, and 1^2.05 per piece.

White shirtings, No. 1., 95 cents and
i
er piece.
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White shirtings, No. 2., 47 cents and 50 cents per piece.

Gray shirtings, 12jJ and 13 cents, per piece.

Cotton yarn, 80 cents per pecul.

Chintzes, ^2.50 a f$2.56 per piece.

Cotton, 3 mace 4 candareens per pecul.

Tea, (total duty) It. 2?». 4c. per pecul.

Consoo charges in 1838 and 1831, levied by the hong-merchants, in addition

to duty.

Tea, some years ago, consoo charge,, 6 mace ; in 1838, raised to It. 4m. Total

charge, with duty, in 1836, 2t. 5m.; in 1839, 5t.; in 1841, 8t. 5m.; and in

1843, 6t.

Silk, Nanking, 7 taels per pecul, reduced to 2t. in 1843. Canton silk, 2t. per

peeul, reduced to It. in 1843.

White shirtings, 25 cents (average) per piece, reduced to 7.^cts. in 1843.

Gray do. 50 „ per piece, reduced to 15 cents per piece, in 1843.

Long ells, 50 „ •„ reduced to 25 cents per piece in 1843.

Woolen cloth, .*^1 per piece, reduced to 50 cents per piece, in 1843.

Cotton yarn, .^3 per pecul; cotton (raw), 6 mace per pecul, reduced to 50 cents

in 1843.

(No. 11.)

Macao, 8th February, 1842.

Sir,—Adverting to the five articles of the Treaty which your

excellency concluded with the imperial commissioners at Nanking,

providing for the abolition of the co-hong, and the payment of the

balance of debts due to foreigners by insolvent hong-merchants, and

to the communication from the Chinese commissioner Flipu forward-

ed to us in Y. E.’s letter of 27th ult., we beg to point out to Y. E.

that consoo charges to an extent nearly sufficient in a single season

to pay the balance actually due, still continue to be levied by the

hong-merchants according to former practice, and that the existing

regulations of the port of Canton preclude our carrying on business

except with that body.

^ We beg therefore respectfully to inquire whether in the event of

new debts being incurred by the hongrinerchants to the foreigners,

it is understood by Y. E. and the Chinese commissioner that the go-

vernment still continue to guaranty the payment in case of need,

and whether such responsibility will continue in force until the new

.system of trade be declared by Y. E. to be in force.

We have the honor ,to be, &c., &,c.

(Signed) Alexander Matheson,

Geokgd T. Braine,

William Thomson,

D. L. Burn,

W. P. Livingston
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(No. 12.)

Macao, 10th February, 1841}.

Gentlemen,—In reply to your letter of the 8th inst., touching the

period at which the guaranty of the Chinese government is to cease

for the debts of the hong-merchants, I have the honor to acejuaiut

you, that I have hitherto considered that by the payment of $.‘},000,-

000 the government of China absolves itself from all past or pro-

spective responsibility as to insolvent or bankrupt hongs, and that

any balances due by those hongs which shall continue solvent to the

end of the present system, will have, in the event of disputes, to be

recovered by the usual legal process through the medium of her ma-

jesty’s consul at Canton. I cannot at all consider that the consoo

charges are solely levied to meet such claims, but I admit that there

is a good deal to be said on both sides of the question, and I shall

now bring the matter to the special notice of the imperial commis-

sioner, and also submit it for the consideration and commands of her

majesty’s government. In the meantime it is, I feel, almost super-

fluous for me to recommend that no sort of increased or prospective

speculations, likely to cause balances, should be entered into at this

moment. I have, &c.,

' Henry Pottinger, II. M.’s Plenipotentiary.

(True copy.) Richard Woosnam, Acting secretary.

Messrs. Matheson, Burn, Braine, Livingston, Thomson.

(No. 13.)

Macao, 14th February, 1843.

To his excellency, sir Henry Pottinger, bart., &c., &.c.

Sir,—Referring to Y.- E.’s letter under date 10th inst. concerning the

liability of the hong-merchants to the foreigners, we now beg leave to

acquaint Y. E. that our advices from Canton lead us to understand

that the hong-merchants are to be allowed by the local government

to continue levying consoo charges until the 1st July next, by which

time it is supposed arrangements will be made for the new system of

trade
;
and it appears to be assumed that the continuance of this

charge will enable the co-hong to pay the balance of hong debts

within _ijie specified time.

As it appears by the 5th article of the treaty which Y. E.

concluded with the imperial commissioners at Nanking, that the

Chinese government agreed to pay the sum of 3 millions of dollars for

these debts; we take the liberty to trouble Y, E. with the inquiry

/
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whether the above stated arrangement of tlie hong-merchants and

the local government has Y. E.’s sanction. Should it be the inten-

tion of Y. E. to allow of this mode of settlement, thus considering

the co-hong as still a recognised body for the period named, we beg

to submit that the payment of the 3 millions by four monthly instal-

ments might be a more convenient arrangement (particularly as it is

understood to be proposed by the co-hong itself), to both creditors

and the co-hong, and more advantageous to trade generally than the

discharge of the whole amount at the expiration of the time
;
and it

would appear to be the more reasonable, as the fund from which

payment would be made, arises from the foreign trade itself We
are induced to trespass upon Y. E.’s attention in this important

matter, considering it of much consequence that we should be enabled

to show to distant constituents the circumstances under which trade

will be conducted for the remainder of the season.

We have, &c., &c.

(Signed) ALEX.^NDER Matheson,

George T. Braine,

William Thomson,

D. L. Burn,

W P. Livingston.

(No. 14.)

Macao, 15th February, 1843.

Gentlemen,—In reply to your letter of yesterday’s date, I beg to

acquaint you that a similar rumor as to arrangements at Canton has

reached me through a private channel, but that I have had no official

intimation of it. I shall this day refer the question to the imperial

commissioner and his colleagues, and if those high officers, as well

as the hong-merchants, are willing to make the arrangement, I shall

not object to it, though I may add that I am already quite satisfied

that the continuance of the consoo charges is not at all necessary to

enable the hong-merchants to discharge the $3,000,000 which are

provided for by treaty, and which it is understood they are to be

called on to pay. The payment of the consoo charges up to the first

of July next, will, however, no doubt be of essential assistance to the

hontr-merchants towards meeting further demands, which it is

understood have been, or are to be made, on them; and I shall be

glad on this account alone, to accede to the arrangement under

discussion, and likewise because I think it is desirable that the new

sy.stein (even supposing it may be decided on in sufficient time
)
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slioald not be introduced at the busiest period of tlie year. With

respect to the time and manner of payment of the monies to be paid

by China to England, those are points in wliich I cannot interfere,

unless the periods (half yearly) stipulated in the treaty shall be

exceeded. I have, &-c., &c.

Henry Pottinger, H. M's Plenipotentiary .

Messrs. Matheson, Braine, Burn, Thomson, &- Livingston.

Art. VII. Journal of Occurrences : rcscriiit of his imperial ma-

jesty's to the memorial of Kiying, and H. M. plenipotentiary'

s

reply thereto; proclamation from Tlipu concerning the late riot

in Canton ; the imperial navy ; shipwrecked Japanese ; news-

papers in Macao and Manila; a periodical in Chinese; a Chi-

ncse-English almanac.

Want of space in the last number of the Repository prevented the

insertion of the dispatch from Kiying, which we now quote, with the

plenipotentiary’s reply from the Hongkong Gazette of Feb. 1 6th.

It will require no little schooling, before Chinese officers learn to

refrain from expressing in their papers the soothing benevolence for

far-traveled strangers felt by the emperor, and omit all mention of the

compassion for outer foreigners which their master has when it is

wrung out of him. Yet, necessary as the schooling is in order to

maintain the complete equality of the monarchs of other lands with

his majesty at Peking, this exposition of compassion, benevolence,

and grace, to distant foreigners in granting them their requests for a

trade, must be regarded as one of the happiest of devices to soothe

offended majesty, and enable the emperor to retire with credit when
he is beaten, or to grant with dignity when he is compelled to.

“ The Privy Council hereby send this secret communication to the high

commissioner Tlipu.

“ On the 23d day of the 11th month of the 22d year of Taukwang (24th

Dec., 1842), we received the imperial commands to the following effect:
“ ‘ Kiying has memorialized us, stating that Pottinger has complained to

him of a wanton massacre [of British subjects] at Fonnosa for the object of

unduly obtaining military merit, through false representations. The great

business of treating for peace being now settled, it is not worth while, for

tills one particular to risk the overturning of all previous arrangements.
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riipu, after his arrival at Canton, must meet Pottinger, and immediately ex-

plain to him, that the celestial dynasty has for its principle in governing all

foreigners witliout its pale, to look upon them with the same feeling of uni-

versal benevolence with which she looks upon her own children, so that

shipwrecked foreigners, no matter vvhat country they belong to, are treated

with compassion and kindness, as by law established : that when Kiying

previously memorialized, handing up a complaint that the commandant of

Formosa had wantonly massacred people, to gain military merit through

false representations, the great emperor, on hearing of this, was exceedingly

indignant ;
but on consideration, this is only a one-sided statement of the

case, and he cannot therefore rashly proceed to sentence. The emperor has

already issued an imperial edict, commanding Tliang, the governor of

Fukien and Chekiang, to cross immediately over to Formosa, there to make

secret inquiries and take the steps that may appear necessary
;
that if the

foreigners whom Takunga previously killed were indeed people in distress,

it will not be difficult to get proof of the fact during tlie course of such in-

vestigation ;
that the great emperor rules with tlie utmost impartiality and

justice, and will assuredly have Takunga (if found guilty) sent as a prisoner

to Peking, and punished with rigorous severity : further, that the rules and

regulations for carrying on commercial intercourse form now the most im-

portant thing to be deliberated upon and settled, and all doubts and suspi-

cions may previously be dismissed, so that then everytliing may be arranged

satisfactorily. I'lipu, in his person, sustains a most important' trust
;
he has

had long and mature acquaintance with affairs of the frontiers, and he must

be able to look up and embosom our own impartial feelings, and arrange all

this business with the greatest circumspection. Let this edict be forwarded

at the rate of 500 li per day, for Tllpu’s information. Respect this.’

“We, of the Privy Council, tlierefore, in respectful obedience to the im-

perial will, now send on the same.”

(True translation.) R. Thom, Interpreter.

Hongkong, February 1st, 1843.

To John Robt. Morrison, esq.

Sir,—Having now had leisure to look into the translation of the imperial

edict, which was presented to me by Plipii, and his colleagues at Whampoa,

I see, in its full force, the objectionable passage which you pointed out to me

at the moment, and I have therefore deemed it necessary to address the ac-

companying letter to the high commissioner, &c.

In addition to what I have said in that letter, I wish you in delivering it

(with its Chinese translation) to tell Plipu, &.C., that adverting to the present

relations between England and China, and likewise to the events of tlie last

eighteen months, I am surprised at the adoption, in tlie edict, of a tone

which is so utterly incompatible with existing circumstances, which can only

serve to retard the cordial and friendly feelings which it is so desirable, and

has been my desire to inftoduce, and which is moreover so obviously oppos-
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eil to tlio real dignity and honor of tiie emperor, and lu3 government. Sliotild

riipii express any disinclination, or apprehension of forwarding copies of my

communication to the Grand Council and Kiying, you can inform him that I

will, if he declines, do so myself, as I should feel that I failed equally in my
duty to my own sovereign and tlie emperor, did I allow the matter to pass

unnoticed. I have, &c.,

(Signed) Henrt Pottinger, H. M's plenipotentiary.

(True copy.) Richard Woosnam, Acting secretary.

Communication to I'lipu.

“ Sir Henry Pottinger, hart., her Britannic majesty’s plenipotentiary, now

addresses the imperial high commissioner riipii, &c., and the gov.-general

Ki Kung, &c., and the governor Liang Pauchang, &.C., for the purpose of

making a clear, important communication.

“ The plenipotentiary having had an English translation made of the im-

perial edict, under date the 24th December, 1842, which was transmitted by

the Privy Council on that day, to the high commissioner, I'lipu, &-c., the

plenipotentiary is highly gratified to find from that document, that it has

pleased his imperial majesty to issue his gracious command that I'liang, go-

vernor-general of Fukien and Chekiang shall proceed to Formosa to institute

secret inquiries into the charges which the plenipotentiary had made against

the local authorities on tliat island for having, by false representations

brought forward with a base view to personal aggrandizement, obtained orders

for putting to death certain distressed and unoffensive subjects of tlie queen

of Great Britain, who had been cast away on the coast of Formosa, and the

plenipotentiary accordingly, begs to humbly tender his respectful acknow-

ledgments for the convincing proof of his imperial majesty’s strict sense

of justice, as well as august disposition to preserve and strengthen the peace

which has been happily established,

“ The plenipotentiary by no means would presume to question the inde-

feasible and perfectly acknowledged attribute of his imperial majesty, to

intimate his high pleasure to all officers of the Chinese empire, in any lan-

guage and form that may seem to his imperial majesty to be most fitting and

expedient
;
but, looking to the fact, that the edict in question was specially

communicated to the plenipotentiary—who received it with all due res-

pect—and further, that it will become the plenipotentiary’s duty to respect-

fully submit, through lier majesty’s minister, a copy of the translation of the

edict for the satisfaction and information of the plenipotentiary’s own most
gracious sovereign, the plenipotentiary thinks it right to record, with refer-

ence to the expression in the edict, which says—‘ That the celestial dynasty
has for its principle in governing all foreigners without its pale,’—that his

royal mistress, the queen of England, acknowledges no superior or governor,

but God
;
and that the dignity, the power, and the universal benevolence of

her majesty, are known to be second to none on earth, and are only equalled

by her majesty’s good faith and studious anxiety, to fulfill her royal pro-

mises and engagements.
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“ The plenipotentiary requests that a copy of this communication may be

sent to the Grand Council, and also to his excellency, Klying, governor-ge-

neral, &c.
(Signed) “Henry Pottinger, H. M.^s plenipotentiary."

(True copy.) Richard Woosnam, Acting sccretori/.

Commissioner riipu, after the interview with sir Henry Pottinger

on the 20th ult., returned to Canton, and soon after issued a proclama-

tion regarding the riot on the 7th December, which we also extract

from the Hongkong Gazette. Its effect in quieting the turbulence

of the populace has been such as to remove much of the apprehen-

sions felt of another out-break, although recent indications show that

the irritation against the English is by no means allayed. We think

the paper on the whole is creditable to the commissioner, and shows

the sincerity of his professions to carry out the conditions of the

treaty. It exhibits too, what is not uncommon in Chinese state-pa-

pers, a mixture of flattery and instruction, combined with a degree

of authoritativeness, which in this instance indicates some apprehen-

sion lest the people of Canton would not altogether fall in with the

designs of the government, while it had left their quarrel entirely

unavenged. This state of irritation among the people at the pro-

vincial city cannot be regarded as very surprising, however much it

is to be regretted.

proclamation.
“ liipii, imperial high commissioner, general of the garrison of Canton,

lately a minister, &c., &.c., and entitled to wear the ‘ red girdle,’ issues and

urgently impresses these clear commands.
“ Whereas, two years having elapsed since the English first took arms, it has

now pleased our august sovereign, with a liberality large as heaven’s, and

with a universal benevolence that knows no exclusion, leniently to treat

them, and to grant them a renewal of their former commercial intercourse,

—

in order that he may rescue his people from the grief and suffering into

which they have been cast. And the said English have, on tlieir part imme-

diately laid aside their arms, yielded to this gentle treatment, followed the

influences of civilization, and ceased from strife.

“ The high commissioner has come, in obedience to the imperial com-

mands to Canton, that he may, in concert with the governor Ki Kung, and

the lieutenant-governor, Liang Pauchang, consider and devise regulations

for the levying of duties, &c., and make all the after-arrangements of peace.

From henceforward, then, the seacoast will enjoy rest, and this frontier will

have quiet after all its trials. Our gentry and our people are bound to joy

and rejoice herein, and under the impulses of gratitude to sing, as they

move, the praises of the imperial benevolence. Towards the English they

should set aside their past enmity, and so remove all root of future quarrel.
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For it is for lliis, tliat we have received and will obey tlie imperial com-

mands, it is not merely their object, that we should bend and give way to

fortiigners from afar.

“ But from what cause was it, that in tlie first week of December last, a

quarrel was commenced from which ensued strife and contention, even till

some of the foreign residences were set on fire and consumed, and in their

mutual animosity, lives were on both sides taken ? It would seem that, from

a continuance of war and its calamities, during three years past, tlie feeling of

enmity and indignation had become so deepened,—that foolish people under

the idea of taking vengeance became the tools of lawless men, who found oc-

casion to rob and plunder: while there was not entire absence of cause given

on the part of the foreigners, there has yet been, on the part of our people, a

criminality that calls for punishment And tlie local officers have therefore

been instructed to apprehend with severity those lawless incendiaries and

plunderers, that they may duly receive the punishment that the law decrees.

“ The high commissioner has further heard a rumor, that the gentry and

scholars of the country around Canton, acting still under the name of raising

a patriot band of soldiers, to avenge this quarrel, have formed a ‘ society

of spirit and loyalty.’ And sundry of these gentry and scholars, have re-

cently presented themselves before the high commissioner, to make a sur-

render of their services for purposes of war. These things are done, indeed,

under the momentary impulse of a burst of loyalty and patriotism. But they

are in direct opposition to the sacred purpose of our august sovereign, tend-

erly to cherish men from afar, and well-intreat those who yield him obedi-

ence,—and not less opposed to his gracious pleasure, that hostilities should

cease and commerce be renewed.

“ The people of Canton are by nature unyielding and great lovers of pro-

priety; they are valiant when impelled by a sense of justice; they rigidly

adhere to their pledged word, and where that is concerned are regardless of

their lives : they frequently act without a due regard to consequences, and in

a moment have recourse to violent measures. Such dispositions are often

the source of much good
;
but they are also the cause of much evil. For

example, when the patriot soldiers which the gentry had been trying to raise,

banded together, lately, with the populace, and burned some of the foreign

factories,—the people engaged in this affair were of different characters and

prompted by differing motives
;
but they neither knew to exercise due care

before committing the deed, nor did they look forward to the consequences

that might follow from it. All rash appeals to arms, all acts of violence, are

of this description. Therefore, in addition to tlie clear commands which the

high commissioner verbally gave to the gentry and scholars who appeared

before him, it behoves him further, lest there should still be some of the

people in ignorance of these principles, to issue tliis clear and distinct pro-

clamation for their due warning and admonition.

While ye profess to be guided by the sentiments of loyalty and patriot-

ism, ye must know that ye cannot but obey the imperial commands, and
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may on no account give cause for a renewal of hostilities. It is no doubt

llie part of loyalty to ward off insult from our shores
;
but to go in opposition

to the imperial will, and in the straight line of one’s own inclinations, can-

not be deemed loyalty. Determinately to withstand the enemy, is doubtless,

the part of patriotism
;
but to give cause for war and strife, is very much

opposed to patriotism. Ye gentry and others, having read the sacred books,

must understand reason. Do ye therefore take these commands, and impress

ihe same upon all good people
;
and show them, that, if they set fire to

houses, and rob and plunder, they are not what they profess to be—‘right-

eous men but they are thieves and vagabonds, and most proper will it be

to deter from such like acts by making of them severe examples. No lax-

ness shall be shown, which might lead to a spreading of tlie evil.

“It has now been arranged by treaty with England, that henceforth

English foreigners shall not insxdt or injure our people ;—and at the same

time, so long as English foreigners live quietly and attend to their business,

our people may not disturb or molest them. Thus, tlien, those from within

and those from without, being at peace together, both parties may enjoy tlie

blessing of living in perfect harmony, which the sacred emperor has himself

so happily brought about. The high commissioner indulges the hope that

his people will not frustrate his good intentions to guard against a recur-

rence of strife, and to give a full and complete security to all. Let every

one tremble and obey ! Do not oppose ! A most special proclamation.

“Taukwang, 22d year, 12th month, 25th day.” (January 25th, 1843.)

(True translation.) J. Robt. Morrison, Chinese sec. ini.

The imperial navy. Among the memorials, which have lately

been laid before the emperor is one from the provincial officers in

Canton. They say that a memorial was laid before the throne last

autumn, accompanied by a paper entitled Drawings on Gunnery,

which were designed to illustrate the mode of using great guns.

This paper was drawn up by one Ting Kungshin at

Canton, superintendent of a cannon foundery, and a gunpowder

manufactory. These two documents having come before the em-

peror, his majesty issued his commands to the governor and his col-

leagues in Canton to inquire further respecting the paper on Gun-

nery, and also to collect some information regarding foreign ships

and steamers. On inquiry, they report, in the memorial of which we

now speak, that Ting Kungshin is a native of Fukien, and a man of

letters, and give a good account of him as an engineer. They men-

tion the existence of rumor at Peking concerning a steamer in build-

ing at Canton, but do not give a favorable account of it; and remark

that they will make further inquiries respecting the cost of foreign

ships and steamers, and also, respecting some experiments in pro-

gress by an American officer employed by native gentlemen, and

report thereon to his majesty.
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This interest at the court regarding the efficient organization of

the imperial navy seems to have been increased by chancellor Kin

Yinglin, who last year urged the adoption of measures for the con-

struction of serviceable vessels. Yish^n was therefore ordered to

have vessels built after the models of the chancellor, if they were

feasible
;
but he replied that no kinds of vessels were fit for men-of-

war, except those constructed after foreign models. The emperor

then transmitted a rescript in reply, ordering such ships to be built,

and also requires Yishtin to direct the hong-merchants to buy some

vessels from the foreigners for immediate service, and to di.spatch

proper officers to procure materials for ship-building. The co-hong

has accordingly purchased for the use of government, the Ramiro of

about 180 tons, and the Lintin of 317 tons.

Shipwrecked Japanese. We had hardly finished the paragraph in

the last number about the two crews of shipwrecked Japanese res-

cued by the brig Ana and the ship Francis, when a third case was

brought to our knowledge. The American brig Abigail Sarah, cap-

tain Doane, from Mazatlan, which arrived on the 8th inst., brought

two more of this nation, who were put on board at that place. They
are part of a crew of thirteen picked up by the Spanish vessel En-

sayo, who were afterwards again wrecked on the Mexican coast in

Upper California, from whence these two found their way to Mazat-

lan, after suffering many privations. The foreigners and others at

that place, through the kind efforts of the Hamburgh consul, D.

Guild, subscribed upwards of three hundred dollars, for their relief,

with which they were fitted out and sent to China. The other

eleven, are stated by the consul, at the date of his certificate, Dec.

17th, 1842, to be still in Guaymas and California. These two per-

sons are from the town of Hiungo in Shessiu, a small principality

near the large city of Ohosaka; the junk had been coasting along the

southern shore of Nippon from one harbor to another for 45 days,

till it arrived at Zioshu in the principality of Hitats, from whence,

on the 21st of November, 1841, it was driven out to sea. This

vessel, called the Nest of Longevity, was laden with sugar, spirits,

and cotton; the crew were all rescued, after having been 110 days

from land, on the 13th of March, 1842. The names of the two just

arrived are Nakamuraya Zhenski, the captain, aged 25, and Owa-
riya Hatstaro, aged 22. On their arrival in Macao, they u'ere not

a little surprised to meet the two men brought by the Hopewell, for

the junks in which they severally were spoke each other near the bay

of Yedo.
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We had no room in the last number to add that tlie Hopewell,

which brought the two Japanese from Oahu, when about three hun-

dred miles west of that island, fell in with an^pen boat containing

seven Hawaiians, who had drifted to leeward of their port
;
they

were all taken on board, and treated with great humanity, and

brought on to China. The frequent recurrence of vessels being thus

driven by stress of weather across the Pacific ocean, mostly from

east to west, afford, to say the least, instances of a mode by which

the American continent might have been peopled. The number of

Japanese vessels thus driven off their own coast, which have come to

our knowledge within the last seven years, is fourteen.

A Aurora Macaensc is the name of a newspaper newly started in

Macao, the first number of which was issued on the 14th of January,

and has now reached its seventh number. It is printed with new

type, and is got up in a better dress than any newspaper heretofore

published in Macao. The first number contains the report of a

Commission of the citizens of Macao which met to consult upon the

formation of a new code of laws for the government of the settle-

ment. The editorial responsibility of the Aurora is, we believe,

shared by a committee of gentlemen. This and the Portuguez na

China are the only Portuguese papers now published in Macao.

The Aurora Macaense, is, we believe, the seventh newspaper

which has been started in Macao. The first one was called A Abe-

Iha da China, or the “ Bee in China;” the first number was issued

September 12th, 1822, aud was so far as we can learn, the second

newspaper published east of India. On the first of January, 1824,

the name was changed to Gazcta dn Macao, under which name it

was continued for two years, and perhaps longer. The Chronica de

Macao was commenced Oct. 12th, 1834, and continued to 1836,

when it died a natural newspaper death from want of patronage.

Meantime the Macaiata Imparcial was started as a competitor to the

Chronica, June 9th, 1836, and kept on its course till July 24th, 1838,

when it was suppressed by the government. The Bolctim Official do

Governa dc Macao was commenced, as its name imports, under the

patronage of the government, September 5th, 1838; the name was

changed to Gazcta dc Macao in January, 1839, and not long after, it

received still a third name of O Portuguez na China, under which

it has now reached its fourth volume. A few months after the first

issue of the Boletim, the O Commercial was commenced, and kept

on its course till near the middle of 1842, when it went the way of

jls predecessors to the tomb of the Capulcts. The Pharol Macaense,
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or Liglitliouse of Macao, was started on the 23d of July, 1841, and

oidy reached its second volume, vvlien it was superseded by tlie Au-

rora Macaense, under tlie present new and more promising auspices.

Scminario Filipitio is the title of a newspaper lately started in

Manila, where heretofore there has been nothing worthy of the name

of a newspaper. The number of the 5th inst. contains the details of

Ihe execution of 80 of the rebels or mutineers of the 3d regiment

of the line, who were lately convicted of having been concerned in

treasonable designs against the government. The cause of their

sudden rising seems not to be clearly known, but at daybreak on

the 21st of January, part of this battalion collected and forced an

entrance into the fort of Santiago, and turned the guns upon the

town. A body of artillery-men, however, who were in the fort, de-

fended it against the mutineers, and by 7 o’clock they were all

either killed or captured, and quiet restored to the city. They were

shot at Manila in presence of about 3000 of their comrades of the

army, who were formed into a hollow square around them.—We
look for much interesting matter regarding the Philippines from this

paper, and wish it a success and a reputation commensurate with the

colony in which it is published.

The Telescope. We have lately received the first number of a

new monthly in Chinese called, the Tsien-li-king

,

i. e. the Thou-

sand-mile-glass, or Telescope. This publication is intended, if we
are rightly informed, to be the successor of the Chinese Magazine for-

merly published under the superintendence of the Society for the

Diffusion of Uuseful Knowledge in China, and discontinued in 1838.

New times are coming on, however, and much interest in such a

work, and even encouragement, may, we are inclined to believe, be

looked for among intelligent natives here and at the northern ports.

The eagerness of both Chinese officials and private gentlemen at

some of the nor^ern cities last year to learn something of western

nations was very great, nor did this desire seem altogether ascriba-

ble to a wish to curry favor with their conquerors. Copies of the

Magazine were given to them, which were read with much avidity.

The number now before us contains a comparative Chinese-Eng-

lish Almanac, a paragraph on general geography, and an article on

that of Asia
;
together with a few items of news. In a general intro-

duction, the desirableness of a more accurate knowledge of foreign

countries, and the benefit likely to accrue therefrom, are spoken of.

In a second preface, the application of the name Telescope to the

))resent work, is e.xplained, and its nature and design described.
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A Chincsc-English Almanac has also lately issued from the press,

in large octavo, containing thirty-eight leaves, which is more com-

plete than anything of the kind heretofore published. The introduc-

tion contains an account of the creation of the world from the book

of Genesis, with explanations
;

after this, follows a brief description

of the solar system, with a diagram illustrating the relative position

of the planets. The calendar part of the work is arranged on some-

what of the same plan as native almanacs, in horizontal divisions,

and contains the times of the sun’s rising and setting, remarkable

events, passages of Scripture or portions of scriptural truth, &c.

Christian Almanacs have been found, in India, and elsewhere, to be

one of the best vehicles for diffusing truth
;
and we hope the Chinese

will henceforth be furnished annually with almanacs of an instructive

and entertaining nature, which will, by their superior attractions and

contents, gradually supersede the miserable native ones now in use.

—Both these publications are well timed, and we hope are but the

precursors of many a work having for its object the instruction of

this people. If the Chinese have not much to teach foreign nations,

we have much that we ought to teach them.

Public affairs during the last month have presented few events

worthy of record. His excellency, the naval commercial-in-chief,

arrived at Hongkong in the Cornwallis, 74, on the 23d inst., from

Amoy, where he tarried a few weeks on his way from Chusan. At

Ningpo and Chusan, the Chinese are quiet, and in the former place,

as they have opportunities, seem to be desirous of making friends

with the residents at Chusan. Constant intercourse is kept up be-

tween the two places, and in the city and suburban villages of Ning-

po, foreigners are received with the utmost friendliness.—At Hong-

kong, buildings are progressing with rapidity
;
nor have we heard

many daring outrages of pirates during the last few weeks.—At Can-

ton, the business of the season is conducted on the old system. It is

understood that communications on business connected with the

treaty, have been constantly passing between the Chinese commis-

sioner riipii and those gentlemen of II. M. plenipotentiary’s suite

who were left in Canton.

We may conclude this month’s labors, with the remark, that so far

as we know, with perhaps a trifling exception at Algiers, the year

1843 has commenced with peace the world over, and the gates of

the temple of Janus may be shut. Would that they could long

remain shut.
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